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Summer 2025

HAPPENINGS

FALL 2025

AUTAUGA COUNTY MGA
Nancy Waggoner

 Autauga County Master Gardeners 
Association (ACMGA) members can throw a 
great party, and the intern graduation 
celebration held at the Extension Office in 
Autaugaville on August 13 was no 
exception.  ACMGA members Bionca Lindsey 
and Darlene Blumentritt were responsible for 
planning an event with beautiful decorations 
and great food.  Thirteen graduates who will 
be joining Autauga County, Central Alabama, 
and Capitol City Master Gardeners 
Associations were honored.
 Interns were introduced as each entered the 

large meeting room through a doorway of 
bright green streamers, while “Pomp and 
Circumstance” played, then faced a huge 
green and gold display with balloons and the 
words Congrats Grads - available for all to 
take pictures!  Extension Agent Mallory Kelley 
addressed the meeting with remarks about 
the significance and importance of the AMGA 
Program. All graduates received certificates 
of completion of internship.  ACMGA offers an 
intern reimbursement award to the intern who 
accomplishes the most during their 
internship.  Harriet  Hobbs  was  honored with 

A group of people posing for a photo
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Interns that will be joining Autauga MGA,
 Capital City MGA and Central Alabama 

MGA. Photographer: Unknown.

this award and will receive reimbursement 
for the cost of her MG registration.
 Each ACMGA member brought a side dish or 

dessert to accompany large steam table trays 
of delicious barbecue. Lunch was a wonderful 
welcome to all the new Alabama Master 
Gardeners Association members.
 ACMGA members are planning a fall plant 

sale.  Encouraged by the success of spring 
plant sales over the years, our organization 
hopes that a sale in autumn will generate 
excitement and interest; after all, it’s such a 
good time to plant!

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/zian6z8ou8s7qs1o11gkz/AutaguaFall25.jpeg?rlkey=y6fa56ghgjuignczm9xy2txqg&st=wyza1dxo&dl=0
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BALDWIN COUNTY MGA
Pat Greer

 Baldwin County Master Gardeners Association 
(BCMGA) is in the process of selecting an 
exemplary Master Gardener within our group 
who will be our Wayne de la Rue recipient for 
2025. These people are chosen by their peers, 
and we present them in October for voting. The 
winner is announced at our December Awards 
Ceremony. Wayne de la Rue was in the 1990 
class of Master Gardeners, our first intern 
class, and asked us to adopt this honor. On four 
occasions,   there   have   been  two  recipients, 

yours truly, being in that category with Myra 
Lasserre, who later served as President of 
Alabama Master Gardeners Association.
 Maureen Krison is planning a design contest 

for the gardens at our meeting venue.  She is 
looking for designs that will help with 
teaching efforts and will simplify upkeep of 
the landscaping.
 In August, a group of Baldwin County EMGs 

traveled throughout Baldwin County to 
present environmental lessons to students at 
both public and private schools.

CALHOUN COUNTY MGA
Teri Gilbert

 Nathanial Hawthorne wrote, “I cannot endure 
to waste anything so precious as autumnal 
sunshine by staying in the house.” With sunny 
skies and cooler temperatures in the air, 
autumn is the perfect time to prepare our 
gardens for the quieter months 
ahead.  Members of Calhoun County Master 
Gardeners Association (CCMGA) have been 
busy doing that, as well as completing other 
tasks to keep our association enjoyable.
 At our September CCMGA meeting, Botanist 

Dan Spaulding presented an interesting 
program titled, “Ferns of Alabama.”  In October, 
our speaker was Verna Gates; her presentation 
was “History of the World Through Flowers.”
 CCMGA member Carolyn Patton organized a 

list of association members who want to order 
Master Gardener t-shirts.  It’s fun for us to 
wear and show our team spirit!
  Our annual business meeting is in November. 
Voting will be held for president, secretary, and 
representatives for the four primary project 
areas.  CCMGA member Geri Toycen has 
graciously led our Nominating Committee. Our 
treasurer, Landon Rivers, stays busy collecting 
membership dues through November.

  Since we are a non-profit organization, and 
we are not a qualified tax-deductible charitable 
organization, CCMGA members have discussed 
the possibility of having The Community 
Foundation of Northeast Alabama 
(http://cfnea.org/) become a Fiscal Sponsor for 
CCMGA. They would collect donations given for 
altruistic endeavors, retain 10% for processing, 
and the donor would get to claim 100% for tax 
deduction.
 Humpty Dumpty had a great fall – we hope 

you do too!
Picture 2, Picture

The welcome sign at Cane Creek Community 
Gardens, our home grounds.

Photographer: Unknown

http://cfnea.org/
http://cfnea.org/
http://cfnea.org/
http://cfnea.org/
http://cfnea.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ngeixg0x2hwl5b3yfvbr6/CalhounFall25.jpg?rlkey=8rm8pnrhs1qivvucvdmtucwzp&st=9aha7oxc&dl=0


CAPITAL CITY MGA
Mary Eleanor Hines

 When football season arrives, we know it’s 
time to prepare our gardens for 
winter.  Colorful zinnias are fading away to 
reseed for 2026 along with other annuals and 
perennials.  Our many gardens have provided 
abundant color and growth during the seasons 
with just the right amount of sun and rain.

 Our membership recognized 90-year-old 
Maggie Stringer with a garden birthday party in 
Lilly’s Garden, a school yard garden that she 
and friend, Ann Oldham, founded in 
1997.  Maggie has been an inspiring delight and 
educator for Capitol City MGA (CCMGA) for 
many years and is deserving of this special 
recognition.
 Our education chairman has been busy with 

workshops planned during late summer and 
into fall.  “Christmas in July,” “Hydrangea 
Workshop,” and “Herb Workshop” have all been 
successful and well attended.

 Our project gardens, Shakespeare Garden, 
Montgomery Botanical Gardens, Lilly’s Garden, 
and  the  Rose-Morris House  Garden,  have  all 
flourished with great care by a host of 
volunteers.  The EAT South (Educate. Act. 
Transform.)  project  continues  to  rebuild  in  a

new location but presents educational classes 
in the interim.

 Our projects chairman, Cathy Maddox, 
announced that CCMGA gardeners were 
recognized in two local periodicals with 
glowing publicity on gardening 
accomplishments in the community.  Cathy was 
also interviewed on TV.
 Several members participated in a planning 

and improvement project at Jackson Hospital 
by removing mature elephant ears and 
replanting them in a better place on the 
hospital grounds.

A person standing in a grass field
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Ann Oldham at Lilly’s Garden

Photographer: Billy Crawford.

CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA
Kelly Lafreniere

 The Central Alabama Master Gardeners met 
on July 29 to participate in a Make and Take 
“Living Obelisk” practice session in preparation 
for our annual senior project. We will be 
hosting this event at Cedarwood Community 
Church on September 29 in Wetumpka. Seniors 
will learn how to make a living obelisk by 
planting fresh cut ivy into their pots, then 
making obelisks from freshly cut grape and 
muscadine vines. It’s always fun, and the 
seniors really have a great time.

A group of women holding a plastic bag
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Making “Living Obelisk”. L-R: MGs Rhonda 

Miles, Jane Mobley, Terry Chambliss. 

Photographer: Rebecca Ridley.
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f172rqxijqbtbm00g14sa/CapCityFall25.jpg?rlkey=xitn264slkzl660i3huqshtom&st=uyuy42nn&dl=0
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CHEROKEE COUNTY MGA
Doug Ford

 Master Gardeners in Cherokee County are 
staying busy. We’re in tune with the younger 
generations, and later, for future gardeners.  
With the new school year comes one of our 
important endeavors, 21st Century, the after-
school enrichment program in which the MGs 
engage students in the joys of gardening. 
Students are learning about propagation, 
composting, and planting a fall garden. Our 
association initiated a scholarship fund to 
provide financial aid to 4-H students in 
Cherokee County who need assistance to get 
to 4-H Summer Camp.
  The MG certification classes are in full swing 
including six potential members for Cherokee 
County.
  Centre, the seat of the Cherokee County MG 
Association (CCMGA), has a new mayor, Jay 
Howell. As a former council member, Mr. 
Howell fully supported the efforts of the MGs 
in city projects and has stated his continued 
support for our work. Thank you, Mr. Mayor.

The annual Leesburg Day celebration means 
plant  sale and contacts for Master Gardeners.
This event is always the second Saturday in 
September. This year was another fun day and 
successful time to meet our neighbors.

 We’re heading into the fall with plans to 
make a mark in local landscaping.  We 
continue to improve Centre’s City Park. We are 
consulting with both county and city 
governments on landscaping projects at new 
municipal building sites. MGs will be present 
at Centre’s first annual Art in the Park in 
November. Wow!
 Need something to do? Become a Master 

Gardener.
A group of people in a garden

AI-generated content may be incorrect., Picture

Master Gardeners with 21st Century students at 
Centre Middle School. Photographer: Patti Ford. 

CHILTON COUNTY MGA
Lanell Baker

 Wow!  Where did the summer go?  With all 
the rain and hot weather, we’ve been very 
busy trying to stay ahead of the weeds and 
grass in the three beds we maintain.  Those 
who could go to Auburn University on June 
25 took a sack lunch and toured the ALFA 
building (plant and soil diagnostic labs), the 
Donald E. Davis Arboretum and the 
Transformation Garden.
 We’ve had some very interesting programs 

at our meetings thanks to our VP Hugh 
Nichols.  The conservation group is keeping 
us updated on the Alabama canebrake 
pitcher plant and other plants native to our 
area. Seven interns received their Master 
Gardener Certification in June. This has 
been a very active group, stepping up and 
even making suggestions for future 
projects.
 We’re excited to announce we are working 

with   the   4-H   Club  and   Extension  office 
to start a Junior  Master  Gardener program.

A group of people holding certificates
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Front: L-R Interns Sonja Johnson, Kimberly Hudson,
Becky Roper, Diane Handley; Back: L-R: Betsy Smith, 
2025 Class facilitator, Interns Sam Blackmon, Callen Alred, 
Donald Jones. Photographer: Audrey Giles

Chilton County MG, Pat Farmer, will be the 
liaison from our group, along with others who 
have volunteered to help her get this program 
going.
 We replaced the cover on our shade garden 

area at our demonstration garden and with 
monies from a Project Funding grant we 
purchased some much-needed tools that 
make working in the garden easier

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/m4sm60lt8xyoxc77r907i/CherokeeFall25.jpeg?rlkey=oh20m6rvxdii2196841a09jzq&st=2ktn5w04&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yy80xfjwyw8m14cvy5gr8/ChiltonFall25.jpeg?rlkey=jm0ys5qpltdo4bcohi7hdhy7j&st=e7lump8m&dl=0
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COFFEE COUNTY MGA
Kowanda McBride

 The Coffee County Master Gardeners have had 
a productive and exciting summer season. 
Enterprise State Community College invited our 
team to assist in planning a pollinator garden 
adjacent to their apiary. After several 
thoughtful planning meetings, we’re preparing 
to move into the plant selection phase for this 
exciting project.
In addition, our members proudly participated 
in the Great Southeast Pollinator Census. 
Spending   time  in  the  garden  observing   and 

Picture 1, Picture

Butterfly in Enterprise.  
Photographer: Leslie Olson

counting pollinators was both rewarding and 
educational, and we eagerly anticipate 
contributing to this important initiative again 
next year.

CULLMAN COUNTY MGA
Ellen Hall

 Summer activities for our Cullman County 
Master Gardeners (CCMGA) include working 
the POP (Power of Produce) table at the 
farmer’s market one Saturday each month and 
workdays in the three gardens we maintain. 
One of our newest EMGs volunteered to 
research various paths to building a website; 
we chose one and are now in the process of 
trialing it.

 Post-meeting programs included a very 
informative presentation by one of our EMGs. 
She discussed the process of building her 
water garden a few years ago and what was 
involved in maintaining it.

 On July 31, Kira Sims, Cullman County 
Extension Director, awarded certificates to 12 
newly certified Extension Master Gardeners. 
We are happy to see many of their faces at our 
monthly meetings and garden workdays. 
Classes began in August for the 2025 Intern 
Training Class hosted by Cullman County. As 
with the previous class, each  intern will have a 

Picture 4, Picture

Newly certified EMGs from 2024 intern class.

Photographer: Ellen Hall.

Cullman EMG to encourage them and get them 
involved in CCMG activities.
  The Cullman County Fair opens October 9; on 
October 8, Cullman EMG volunteers will take in 
the entries for field and garden crops and 
honey for the agricultural exhibit. Last year a 
scarecrow exhibit was introduced; we are 
looking forward to that again this year – it was 
fun!
 We’re also preparing for our fall plant sale to 

be held October 11 at the North Alabama 
Agriplex.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/168v7ilkv1ve260jpdbbr/CoffeeFall25.jpg?rlkey=glkq5fh9qpcsbnzevmp1sviaw&st=iaj8yr86&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1y0ese183kjjnjv76c7f4/CullmanFall25.jpg?rlkey=pbrvhbfvb7e7xkohcli99nvs4&st=ggzz5miy&dl=0
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EAST CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA
Susan Turner
  East Central Alabama Master Gardeners 
Association (ECAMGA) was busy this summer! 
We held two workdays at the Wedowee 
Elementary School Garden, planting several 
types of plants, strengthening the steps, 
cleaning up the garden beds, and drafting a 
plan for future activities. On the first day of 
school, we gave flowers from our garden to the 
school administration.
 June found us taking a trip to Cheaha Plant 

Farm. Owner Charlie Reap gave us a fun and 
educational tour of his farm and greenhouses. 
Blueberries were available for picking, so 
several of us took advantage of that. The drive 
home was full of knowledge sharing with our 
peers.
 We’re planning to participate in the Yellow-

Meated Watermelon Festival in Ashland next 
year. It’s held the first weekend of August and 
will be a great time to share our plant 
knowledge and recruit future Master 
Gardeners.

A group of people standing in a room
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Newly certified Master Gardeners. L-R:

Lorie Teal, Claudette Brown, Patricia Lettiere,

Susan Urquhart, Belinda Rider, Del Simmons. (Not 

available: Tracy Wilson). Photographer Sheila Bolen

The Great Southeast Pollinator Census got 
everyone fired up! Members enjoyed talking 
about their selected plant areas and 
pollinators.
 We welcomed seven new interns to our group: 

Belinda Rider, Lorie Teal, Patricia Lettieri, 
Claudette Brown, Del Simmons, Susan 
Urquhart, and Tracy Wilson. We are so happy to 
have you and look forward to working with 
you.
 Cheryl Smith, ECAMGA member, won the free 

conference registration drawing at the AMGA 
Fall Seminar. Congratulations Cheryl!

JACKSON COUNTY MGA
Bill Caudill

 Such a nice easing into fall! The weather has 
been good to us the last several days.
 What do you know about dahlias? Nicole Gant 

educated us about them at our June 5 meeting.
 July 3 found us at Gorham’s Bluff for our 

annual ice cream social. Good food, ice cream, 

and fellowship were found.
 On August 7 Pam Miles gave a presentation on 

“Bringing Native Plants and Trees into the 
Pisgah Civitan Park.” Quite a project.
 Georgios Arsenio, PhD; Extension Specialist of 

Urban Forestry, presented a detailed “Risk 
Assessment of Hazard Trees in Urban Settings” 
during our September 4 meeting.

 Our trip to the Jackson County Fair to 
decorate and volunteer at the Flower House 
exhibits, will be over by the time we read this, 

but here’s hoping it went well.  The fair was 
held September 23-27.

A Dahlia. Photographer: unknown.

On October 2 we’ll be holding our fall plant 

swap. Shannon Hansen is hosting the swap at 
her house in Hollywood. We’ll all bring plants to 
trade along with potluck dishes.
 On November 6, 2025, EMG Julie Garrett will 

present a “Land Trust Program.”
 December 4 will be our annual Christmas 

party with Dirty Santa. Along with all the fun, 
we’ll be swearing in our 2026 officers and 
board members.
 We’re told the Extension office will be moving 

in the future. Follow us on our Facebook 
page:  alabama_jcmga 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vafhrhp6b3y119qncohl1/EastCentralFall25.jpg?rlkey=wluaopdavyesckcxvp8gny355&st=runzff1s&dl=0
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JEFFERSON COUNTY MGA
Mary Hendley

 As we head into fall, the Jefferson County 
Master Gardeners (JCMGA) have so much 
going on! We’re preparing for our 2025 Intern 
Graduation; we continue having great speakers 
every month (thank you, Judith Rives) and our 
fall bulb sale fundraiser is off to a great start. 
Order your high-quality bulbs here Jefferson 
County Master Gardeners Association, Inc.-
Alabama!
 Any excuse for a party – but this is a very 

special one! Every year JCMGA, Inc. has a 
social and reunion – a cocktail party in the 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens (BBG) beautiful 
Ireland Room. It’s a way to encourage Master 
Gardeners who haven’t been to meetings or 
events for a while to “come back to the fold!”, to 
remind them what a great group this is. And it’s 
a great opportunity for our members to have 
purely social time. Extra fun this year: we are 
having a guest mixologist! A member of the 
Birmingham Chapter of Les Dames d’Escoffier, 
Jennifer Bennett, will create a signature 
cocktail and mocktail for us!

 JCMGA had a table at the BBG plant sale to 
recruit people to the Master Gardener program 
and to tell the community about the great 
things our members are doing – working at 
community gardens, growing and donating food 
through Grow More, Give More, answering 
gardening questions and other community 
outreach projects.

A group of people sitting at a table
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JCMGA MGs LaQuita McDaniel and Missy Wertz at 
Birmingham Botanical Gardens fall plant sale. 

Photographer Misha Unruh.

LAWRENCE COUNTY MGA
Phyllis LeMay

 Lawrence County Master Gardeners (LCMGA) 
continue to partner with iris hybridizer, Bernice 
Miller’s granddaughter, to create a preservation 
garden that will showcase many of her 63 
creations. Our goal is to learn all we can about 
the iris species, then share our knowledge and 
rhizomes during a one-day sale next spring. If 
any of you would like to join us in our iris 
education, contact Wanda Birge, LCMGA 
President, atwpbirge@gmail.com
 A dedicated group of our members continues 

to work at the Lawrence County Signature 
School (LCSS). Pathways through the reflective 
garden   and   muscadine    arbors   have   been

completed.  Muscadines, persimmons, 
blackberries, and blueberries have been 
gathered. It seems eating the produce creates 
another level of excitement for the students, 
and we love this!
 During July, we hosted a STEM Continuing 

Education class in the LCSS gardens. Much 
was learned, enjoyed, and accomplished.
 The 2025-2026 Junior Master Gardeners class 

has just begun and will meet monthly, from 
September through April. This group has 
doubled from two to four classes this year, and 
we are beaming with mentorship pride.
 Lastly, we want to express our gratitude and 

give a shoutout to Jason Powell at Petals from 
the Past for his wonderful plant and tree 
specimens.

https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.flowerpowerfundraising.com/index.php/marketplace/seller/profile/shop/jeffcomg
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jxwwoai3kcw9v9kg3t98u/JeffersonFall25.JPEG?rlkey=uxdke5krp6va6ojinpdvssj8q&st=c4xvfg55&dl=0
mailto:wpbirge@gmail.com
mailto:wpbirge@gmail.com
mailto:wpbirge@gmail.com
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MARSHALL COUNTY MGA
Jo Dureen

 The 2025 Marshall County Tomato Taste-Off 
gave two of our Marshall County Master 
Gardeners an opportunity to spotlight their 
talents.  Mary McClendon (certified 2015) won 
Best Slicing Tomato. Her tomato was grown in 
the garden where we grow and donate produce 
to Marshall County CASA.  Colleen Hunkapiller 
(certified 2019) won for Best Tomato Dish with 
her tomato pie recipe.

The Winning Tomato Pie Recipe
Frozen pie crust (let crust thaw then prick with 
fork before preparing).
2-3 ripe tomatoes (depending on size)
1 cup of mayo
1 cup of Parmesan cheese
1 tablespoon of Italian seasoning
1 teaspoon of garlic powder
Salt and pepper to taste

Slice tomatoes into equal size slices, salt and 
pepper each slice, and place on napkin to 
draw out the excess water.  Mix seasonings, 
mayo and cheese in a bowl.  Alternate layers 
of tomato and mayo mixture in pie crust. Bake 
at 350⁰ for 45 minutes (check at 35 and 40 
minutes depending on your oven) or until 
crust is browned.

Picture 1, Picture

Colleen Hunkapiller with her winner’s 

certificate. Photographer: Marshall County 

Alabama Extension

London Perry

 Master Gardeners of Walker County (MGWC) 
are building on the momentum from earlier this 
year. We transformed into a vibrant chapter in 
2025, with the addition of eight new Master 
Gardeners and 12 interns in the fall class.
 MGWC will host its first annual fall plant sale, 

October 4, led by Mary Sanders, near the Walker 
County Extension Center. The sale features 
plants propagated by MGWC members, offering 
the public a chance to take home local plants, 
while learning about their care and benefits. 
Shoppers will leave with garden treasures and 
fresh ideas.
 MGWC is also involved in community events: 

Cordova Indian Head Festival on October 11 and 
Sumiton plant swap on October 18.
 In addition to these community events, MGWC is 

dedicated to impactful projects throughout the 
county. Under the leadership of Sandra 
Courington, the group continues to nurture a 
vibrant vegetable garden for residents at the 
Cordova Health and Rehabilitation Center. At the 
Jasper Senior Center, Zan Brock guides efforts  
to plant and maintain the fall garden. Suzi Martin

MASTER GARDENERS of WALKER COUNTY

leads the restoration of the pollinator garden, 
a vital project set to become a community 
education hub in 2026, promoting native 
pollinators and ecological balance.
 The leadership team of Sandra Courington, 

Kara Osborne, Ricky Burton, and newly 
elected secretary Pam McAdams has been 
instrumental in MGWC’s resurgence. Their 
encouragement and mentorship have inspired 
individuals like Mary Sanders, Zan Brock, Suzi 
Martin and me to lead projects and events. By 
delegating and supporting new leaders, they 
have ensured that MGWC’s events and 
projects continue to grow.

A group of people wearing matching yellow shirts

AI-generated content may be incorrect., Picture

Walker County Master Gardeners

Photographer: Unknown

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/4n770clwnk33twk8pbm9s/MarshallFall25.jpg?rlkey=bphxmva45zlvtukqltk8kp2tg&st=krmh6frg&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0ir8t7ul60k5b4ee1jfo6/WalkerFall25.jpg?rlkey=omx7wf79w0djrub41hkwr1uy0&st=ffqgbehu&dl=0
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Carlita Edwards

 Master Gardeners of North Alabama (MGNA) 
members volunteer at Huntsville Botanical 
Garden (HBG), managing the Demonstration 
Vegetable Garden where we train HBG 
volunteers and grow produce that is donated to 
local food banks. MGNA volunteers assist HBG 
in many ways, including the greenhouse, the 
Purdy Butterfly House, the Herb Garden, day 
lilies, the HBG plant sale, and other events at 
HBG. We maintain beds at Blevins Gap 
Pollinator Garden in Huntsville and at the 
Butterfly Garden at Dublin Park in Madison. We 
also manage the entrance to Green Mountain 
Nature Preserve in Huntsville. A new 
greenhouse will be added to replace the one 
damaged by a storm.

 The MGNA Workshop Committee provides 
monthly workshops that are open and free to 
the public. Upcoming workshops are “Great  
Plants  for   North   Alabama,”  “Understanding 

Bonsai,” and “Seasonal Wreaths.”
 MGNA’s “Design Your Home Landscape” class 

is taught in summer and winter. We’re proud to 
say this course won first place in AMGA’s 
Search for Excellence. We also assist Habitat 
for Humanity with planting the landscapes and 
educating homeowners on maintenance.

 MGNA, in conjunction with Limestone and 
Morgan Counties, is planning the 2026 AMGA 
State Conference “Gardening to the Moon and 
Back.”  The conference is being held at The 
Westin at Bridge Street in Huntsville, May 6-8, 
2026.
 Several MGNA members work with students 

at Morris Elementary School in Huntsville, 
teaching gardening skills and research-
backed information that is based on the 
curriculum standards required by the state of 
Alabama.

MASTER GARDENERS of NORTH ALABAMA

MOBILE COUNTY MGA
Cindy Findlay

 Way down here in Mobile County we are 
enjoying some nice morning temperatures! I 
am sure the rest of you are also!  Mobile 
County Master Gardeners (MCMG) are taking 
advantage of the weather to clean up and 
prepare our community gardens for fall 
planting. All our community gardens produced 
very well this summer. It takes a “village” of 
MCMG volunteers to make it happen.
  The Intern class of 25 is off to a great start! 
We have 17 Interns. Jackie Jenkins, our Intern 
Coordinator, began with a meet & greet brunch! 
Our mentors provided brunch items, decorated, 
and cleaned up after. Mentors and interns were 
able to meet each other and other interns. The 
event was a great success.
The interns are already getting their required 
volunteer hours. One intern has completed the 
Helpline  hours  we  recommend!  This  class is

Marsha Stolz MCMG    
Photographer: unknown

motivated, and we are proud of them. I’ll 
keep you updated in the Winter edition. By 
then they will have graduated and will have 
a  year to get the required volunteer hours.  
  I want to highlight one of our MCMGs who 
puts tireless hours into our DREAM Garden. 
Marsha Stolz, MCMG, class of 2003, just 
celebrated her eightieth birthday and still 
volunteers most days at the garden. She has 
over 10,000 volunteer hours! She is an 
amazing source of knowledge and doesn’t 
mind sharing.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/at2cd8a1gyzwfglj6soye/MobileFall25-sb.png?rlkey=e33yr1a3d8w2gblc6z1ctn212&st=7uyhroa1&dl=0
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MORGAN COUNTY MGA
Julia Chenault

 What happened to summer? We managed to 
clean our greenhouses this summer (better 
than ever!), survived the drought times, and are 
looking forward to potting up and growing some 
new things this fall and winter.
 We’ve had great intern participation with the 

new class which began in August.  Several of 
our members gave programs at the Somerville 
Library with topics ranging from plant 
propagation to flower arranging, safety, fall 
bulbs, pollinators and more. Norris Johnston 
presented a program to the Limestone County 
MGA titled “Water you Thinkin” which included 
some ideas for water features and actual 
assembly of a hummingbird spa, perfect for 
summer birding.
 We continue to support Hospice of the Valley 

by donating plants each month for their 
patients. Our Lunch & Learn programs remain 
popular, and we expect a crowd for our October 
Lunch & Learn when we ‘Get Creative with 
Pumpkins.’ We’ve had fun at our local farmers’

markets with our Ask a Master Gardener 
booths. Continuing our community outreach, 
we will be participating in the Junior League 
of Morgan County’s fall scarecrow trail at 
Veteran’s Park in Priceville with our very own 
creation.  This event benefits children in 
Morgan County.

May be an image of 2 people, pitcher plant and text, Picture

MCMGA member Danielle Helms and husband
 Billy told us about their experiences with 

growing carnivorous plants.
 Photographer: John Godbey

PIKE COUNTY MGA
Buriece Gracey

 As we welcome the arrival of fall, excitement is 
in the air for all the upcoming Pike County Master 
Gardeners (PCMGA) activities. Despite the 
summer heat keeping many of us indoors, we 
managed to stay engaged and productive.

 In June, we gathered to explore the art of 
sourdough making, thanks to Janet Foshee, who 
generously shared her expertise and delicious 
bread samples. Buriece Gracey also captivated us 
with her nature photography, showcasing how she 
captures plant life and turns it into greeting cards. 
July brought a creative twist when Judy Russell 
taught us how to transform recycled items into 
beautiful glass art.

 We continued our beloved "Forget Me Not" 
project from last year, which was once again a 

resounding success. For 13 weeks, our dedicated 
Master Gardeners provided fresh flowers to a 
local  nursing  home,  brightening   the   residents’ 

days and fostering connections within our 
community. A heartfelt thank you to 
everyone who contributed to this initiative.
 We are thrilled to welcome our fall interns 

from Pike County: Wanda Corley, Jessie 
Dietrich, Mary Ellis, McKenzie Griffin, 
Sardenia Peacock, and Debi Rus, as well as 
Astheris Miller from Coffee County and 
Ronda Ware from Barbour County. We look 
forward to getting to know each of them as 
we dive into a busy and fulfilling fall season.

Independence Day themed arrangements prepared 

for Troy Health and Rehabilitation Center.

Photographer unknown.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/380oiztu9f1vhzutui0hb/MorganFall25.jpg?rlkey=tw0lb285pngsyxcle1kdl0q7x&st=gstopvf4&dl=0
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SHOALS MGA
Dwight James

 Summer’s heat and humidity have finally 
given way to the cooler temperatures and the 
rich blue skies of early autumn. It is a 
welcomed and hopeful time of year!
 Two individual projects that our group has 
been involved in recently are the Healing Place 
in Muscle Shoals and the Helen Keller Public 
Library in Tuscumbia. The Healing Place was in 
dire need of a sprucing up and trimming of all 
their shrub beds.  So, lots of shrub trimming 
and limbs being hauled off were in order. The 
Helen Keller Public Library, which has long 
been a project of ours, was in line to receive 
some serious detailed trimming and cleaning of

their three landscaped beds.  A hardy band of 
Master Gardeners did a masterful job with the 
trimming of ornamental grasses, shrubs, small 
trees and even leaf blowing the parking lot!

Just this past week, one of our local big box 
retailers called and wanted to donate all their 
“season-ending” leftover seeds, peat pots, seed 
starting medium and other seed starting 
supplies to our association.  What a tremendous 
blessing and windfall to our group, as it will 
supply our early spring efforts at our 
greenhouse for our annual plant sale in April.
 I hope everyone has a tremendous fall season, 
regardless of the size and scope of your 
projects!

ST. CLAIR COUNTY MGA
Pam Garrison

 With the weather cooling somewhat, we’re 
planning a workday at the Pell City Lakeside 
Park native walking area. A number of our 
signs and posts need repair; pruning and some 
general clean-up is in order. It is seen and 
appreciated by so many people every day and is 
a great way to share the benefits of native 
plants.
 Several of our members have been part of the 
raised bed work at the Boys and Girls Club, and 
the kids have learned so much. This is a great 
community project, and we intend to continue 
it. Most of the fall plants and seeds are in the 
ground now.
 St. Clair Master Gardeners enjoyed 
participating    in   the   Southeast   Pollinator 

Count. A few of us counted at the Boys and 
Girls Club and helped the kids learn about all 
the pollinators. The folks counting there 
collected a good amount of data for the project. 
Due to rain, I counted at home on Sunday. I 
didn’t see as many pollinators as I expected, 
but it was late in the day and overcast.
 Pell City has a great Farmers’ Market on 
Wednesdays from 1-5 p.m. We try to have an 
Ask a Master Gardener booth at least once per 
month. People stop by to ask questions and 
visit, even on days that were exceedingly hot 
and humid. We will be there again on 
September 17 and hope the weather is 
forgiving.
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TALLADEGA MGA
Barbara Bishop
 On Saturday, September 13, we had the pleasure of 

representing the Talladega County Master Gardeners 

at Rainbow Omega’s annual Market Day in 

Eastaboga. Rainbow Omega, founded by Stenson and 

Dianne Carpenter in 1991, is a wonderful place that 

provides a loving community for adults with 

intellectual and developmental disabilities.

One of the highlights of their program is the garden 

center and greenhouses, where residents grow 

vegetables and flowers from seed. They’re especially 

excited about opening a new propagation 

greenhouse later this year!

  Market Day was full of garden lovers, and many 

stopped by our booth to chat. We shared what the 

Master Gardeners program is about, along with info 

on ACES, food safety, and local Extension resources. 

People had lots of gardening questions about 

weather challenges and how to grow safe, healthy 

food at home.

One common theme we heard was concern over 

food quality. Many folks want to grow their own 

fruits and vegetables, so they know exactly what’s 

going into their meals. We couldn’t agree more!

We handed out soil test kits, Master Gardener 

class schedules, and some great recipes from the 

Extension Food Safety and Quality team. The 

"Classic Cabbage Soup” and the “Hearty Egg 

Burritos” were crowd choices.

  It was a great day of connecting, learning, and 

sharing our love of gardening. Cleve Franklin, Jr., 

Janine Moses, and I left feeling inspired by 

everyone’s interest and excited to keep spreading 

the joys of growing your own garden.
A couple of women standing next to a table with flowers

AI-generated content may be incorrect., Picture

Talladega MGs L-R: Janine Moses, Barbara Bishop

Photographer: MG Cleve Franklin.

TALLAPOOSA COUNTY MGA
Calvin Johnson

 Tallapoosa County MGA (TCMGA) enjoyed a summer 

of speakers and making plans for the remainder of 

2025. We had great opportunities to meet the public 

at our September plant swap and are looking 

forward to the Dadeville Fall Festival Saturday, 

October 4, where we’ll have a booth to recruit future 

members. County Extension Director Shane Harris 

promises more “public is invited” events, including 

educational opportunities, free take away items, i.e. 

pamphlets and growing guides for trees and flora, 

and unique food tastings.

In December we’ll have our next Intern graduation.

  Another leadership initiative is a big tree give-

away day as a community service project. Alabama 

Power Company has sponsored this worthwhile 

event in the past. Historically the group signs up 

whole classes of new MGs as a result of this effort. 

This project is held during the annual Arbor Day tree 

planting project. Educating new tree growers is 

important   to    reseed    for   the   next    generation

of Alabama tree lovers and growers.

  The highlight of our fall program will be Braxton 

Lashley, forester with Alabama Forestry 

Commission. He’ll talk about Alabama’s timber 

industry and its building block relationship to our 

economy, development and residents.

 TCMGA members want to tour Coach Pat Dye’s 

maple tree farm, Crooked Oaks Farm, again. The 

design, landscaping and beauty of his many 

specimen trees and flora are worth a second trip.

 TCMGA will end the year in style with a special 

Christmas mailbox decorating class on Saturday, 

November 1. 
A screen on the wall

AI-generated content may be incorrect., Picture

Dylan Ogle, Wind Creek Park Naturalist, speaks to 

TCMGA on Pollinators and Rain Gardens.

Photographer: Jennifer Gregory

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/04t11k0aq71psxc5snmcy/TalladegaFall25.jpeg?rlkey=bh2t3tv80ky2bdfxr21zsp279&st=odhw9vvu&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dgauiyvhlgdaurz91anvb/TallapoosaFall25.jpg?rlkey=icvgmetvhh28vhf4t9zi9zv1w&st=1n7bwlqg&dl=0
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TUSCALOOSA COUNTY MGA
Dan Sutton

  Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners Association 

(TCMGA) is actively planning our Fall Pass Along 

plant sale, scheduled for Thursday and Friday, 

October 30-31.  We are again partnering with 

Brookwood High School FFA and expect to have a 

diverse selection of new plants from seed and 

others from divisions.  Proceeds go toward 

agricultural related scholarships for Tuscaloosa 

County students.

  TCMGA members Andrea Harrison and Wanda 

Smith hosted a terrarium workshop on July 17.  Cost 

of materials such as containers, soil and plants were 

included in the registration fee, so all attendees got 

to leave with their individually designed project.  This 

was open to the public to raise awareness and 

interest in our MGA program.

  On July 29, TCMGA assisted Extension agents who 

held a hydroponics workshop in Tuscaloosa, 

coordinated by Agent Bethany O’Rear.  Different 

techniques    were   demonstrated   with    attendees 

being  provided   a   hydroponic   garden  at  the  end.   

Following the workshop, TCMGA had arranged a 

tour of a local commercial hydroponic greenhouse 

which several attendees visited.

Botanist and Landscape Designer Mickey Lollar 

was our guest speaker at our monthly meeting held 

August 12.  He addressed the essential needs for 

micronutrients in the soil, diagnosing plant 

deficiencies and sources to supplement the soil.

American Rose Society Rosarian Dr. Bobby Babb 

was the guest speaker at our monthly meeting held 

on September 9.  A broad selection of rose variety 

cuttings from his personal garden was on hand, and 

a thorough lesson on the care requirements was 

taught.

Dr. Bobby Babb.  Photo by Dan Sutton

WIREGRASS MGA
Kelly Bexley

 Despite the nearly unbearable heat and humidity 
this summer, the Wiregrass Master Gardeners 

(WMGA) kept busy.  We taught the Hawk Houston 

youth at Aunt Katie’s Community Garden, as well as 

kids attending summer camp at Landmark Park. 

They learned about chickens, composting, 

butterflies, herbs, plant basics and so much more.

 Landmark Park was also the site for our annual 

watermelon tasting event! The variety of cool 

watermelons are always a hit with kids, their 

parents and grandparents.

 A team of WMG volunteers were recognized by 

Wiregrass Electric Cooperative along with WTVY, our 

local tv station, as “Silent Heroes of the Wiregrass” 

for their invaluable work with sixth-grade students 

in Bethel Christian Academy’s gardening class. For 

the past seven years, Wiregrass MGs have taught 

the students where their food comes from through 

the process of planning, planting, growing, and 

harvesting!

Our greenhouse cover developed a significant tear 
this summer. The income from our past plant sales 
enabled us to replace it at no small expense!  
Wiregrass MGA Plant Parents are gearing up for 
our annual plant sale on October 3 and 4 at the 
Dothan Area Botanical Gardens.  The greenhouse is 
busy with MGs seeding and growing fall veggies and 
dividing/potting up houseplants.  In the nursery area 
bulbs, perennials, trees, shrubs, and ground covers 
are being prepped to look their best for our old and 
new customers! It’s gonna be a good time y’all!

Watermelon tasting at Landmark Park.

Photographer: Jan Shirley

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7t8lhgb631s99oi57slhf/TuscalFall2025-sb2.png?rlkey=wuvckuh3but23fiwcbidpudnz&st=nyxppksc&dl=0
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2023 - 2025 AMGA BOD OFFICERS

President: Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Vice-President: Julie Conrey, Mobile

Secretary: Amanda Redman, Blount

Treasurer:  Susan Steele, Lawrence

Assistant Treasurer: Wanda Smith, 

Tuscaloosa

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
TERM 2023 – 2026

Kate Vogel, Shelby

Jan Shirley, Wiregrass

Term 2024 – 2027

Janell Diggs, Capital City

Kim Johnson, Jackson

Angela Whorton, Etowah

Term 2025 – 2028

Harriet Jackson, Chilton

Soozi Pline, Limestone

AMGA COMMITTEE

AMGA AWARDS

Jim Harris, Chair, Lee

AMGA COMMUNICATIONS
Angela Whorton, Chair, Etowah

Pathways Editor: Sheila Bolen, East Central

AMGA Webmaster: Caroline Etheriedge, 
Blount

AMGA ENDOWMENT
Kim Johnson, Chair, Jackson

AMGA MEMBERSHIP
Rose McCauley, Chair, Autauga

AMGA NOMINATING
TERM 2025-2028

Amy Weis, Chair, Jefferson

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING

Kate Vogel, Chair, Shelby

AMGA RECORDS & RETENTION

Michael Thomason, Chair, Shoals

AMGA SPEAKERS BUREAU

Susan Hagen, Chair, Blount

AMGA STATE CONFERENCES

Julie Conrey, Chair, Mobile

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

2026 MGNA/LIMESTONE/MORGAN MGAs

Jennifer Johnson (MGNA), Soozi Pline 

(Limestone), Doty Henry (Morgan)

2027 JEFFERSON CO MGA

Katherine Ennis, Jefferson

ACES VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

Emily Burchfield, Coordinator

AMGA ADVISORY COUNCIL

Edwin (SKEETER) Sims, Chair, Calhoun

AMGA WEBSITE and WEBSITE INFO APPROVAL

Caroline Etheriedge, Blount, Webmaster

Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Julie Conrey, Mobile

NEXT ARTICLES FOR HAPPENINGS  DUE DECEMBER 15, 2025
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