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AMGA PRESIDENT

Deborah Boutelier

| looked out my front window this morning,
’ and, lo and behold, the lawn was covered

Y with robins! I'm so excited because they
are one of the first harbingers of spring in
our area. To reinforce the idea that spring
is just around the corner, | strolled through
the yard looking for signs. There they were
) i - buds on the trees are swelling, daylilies
are pushlng up their green leaves, the perennial herbs are peeking out and of
course, the daffodils are spectacular! It's time to get the hands dirty and
prepare for the growing season. | cannot wait.

| appreciate the trust that AMGA members have placed in me to lead the
association for the next two years. | promise to work hard and listen to what
our members want in their state association. My door is always open! | thank
Devonne and the outgoing board of directors. What a dedicated group of
individuals!
| also want to thank Autauga County Master Gardeners for hosting the 2025
conference. This is my home county, and we sincerely hope you enjoyed your
time in Prattville. If your local association has ever hosted a conference, you
know what a difficult, but rewarding job it is. Our conference ‘looked’ a little
different. Being a small county, we had to think outside the box to utilize the
local resources we have. It can be done! All this to say, if you are from a
smaller association, AMGA would love to visit your beautiful corner of the state.
Don't let the fact that you are a small association hinder you from opening your
doors. We would love to talk to you about hosting!
We are recruiting members to work on state committees. There is a committee
that would love to have your skills and expertise. We would enjoying having you
on this journey with us. Our future promises to be filled with the knowledge and
wonder of plants, community service, and some great fellowship along the way!

Always remember, time began in a garden.

Yesterday the twigwas brownand
bare;

To-day the glint of greeniis there;

Tomorrow will be leaflets spare;

I know po thing so wondrous fair,

No miracle so strangely rare.

I wonderwhat will nextbe there!

--L.H. Bailey

Until next time,

Ocbbie



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ajydrwnwpp2fi2qbuxc3f/DebbieSpring25.png?rlkey=0wkbueiw5av7xato91w71n6pt&st=slnwfcmz&dl=0
alabamamga.org

AMGA VICE PRESIDENT

Julie Conrey

‘ Congratulations to Autauga County for a successful AMGA Conference! We thank
A\ You for your hospitality and the many opportunities your association provided to
learn and grow with fellow Master Gardeners throughout the state.

It's wheels up to the 2026 AMGA Conference in Huntsville, May 6-8, 2026. The
conference team is planning a two-day event that none of us will want to miss.
Stay tuned for further information.

. Spring is a time of growth and renewal. Just like our associations across the
state, AMGA is planning new projects for 2025.

AMGA knows committing to hosting a conference can be overwhelming to our smaller
associations. We're forming a committee of master gardeners who have experience with caterers,
booking venues, choosing appropriate sites to host 250+, and research and booking speakers. Its
sole purpose is to guide smaller associations that may not have the depth of experience larger
associations do. If you have knowledge that you'd like to share with others in any of these areas,
please reach out to me. If | ask you to serve on this committee, please do not turn me down. This
includes all MGs who have hosted a conference since 2022. This new committee, or selected
members of it, will meet via zoom when necessary. AMGA is also considering an additional
financial incentive to associations after the successful completion of a state conference.

AMGA has also formed a committee to investigate annual financial incentives for associations that
meet agreed upon benchmarks. The benchmarks could be anything from 100 percent state and
local dues payments by December 31, to the most improved percentage of hours put into the ACES
Service Report from the previous year. We hope to have a plan in place to present to the Board of
Directors in the third quarter of 2025. Reach out to me at julieconrey@gmail.com. If | ask you to
serve on a committee, please consider serving.

AMGA PAST PRESIDENT

Springtime will soon turn into hot Summer and before you know it, we'll see the results of our
weeding and planting. Time marches on!

My time as President of Alabama Master Gardener Association (AMGA) has come to an end and
I'm reflecting on my years of service on the AMGA Board. | am humbled by the trust you had in me,
giving me the opportunity to serve on the Board as Awards Chair, AMGA Vice President, then as
AMGA President. I'm grateful for, and proud of, the AMGA Board as they serve and support all
Master Gardeners throughout the state in many ways. As with previous Presidents, changes were
made during my tenure, changes | believe were for the good of AMGA. I'm pleased to say | had a
small part in improving how AMGA works.

| met many Interns and Master Gardeners while Kerry and | traveled around the state, visiting
their association meetings, seeing their many gardening projects at schools, their demonstration
and community gardens, and their various other projects. | am in awe of all Master Gardeners in
Alabama. You're doing amazing work volunteering your time and energy. Alabama Master
Gardeners are the best volunteers | have ever seen.

| hope to continue visiting associations and sharing my joy of gardening with them.

Thank you for your part in making Alabama better.

Deverne


mailto:julieconrey@gmail.com
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Good friends, Great food, Gorgeous weather,
Genuine Fellowship
Meet and Greet had it all!



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yua9yfxre5blx4f3tpyzr/PhotoOp.jpg?rlkey=u54xp04q5ojwu16692tvn3kpz&st=1375ipwv&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/chpi3tghq17867z6r15i7/Banner.jpg?rlkey=03ypknaygqez39mndtizfrvuz&st=jx657781&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/uddvwttyjxvyqbx9v5uid/FLAG2.jpg?rlkey=ozkyb2agcmsrglzxo795ufvjm&st=4jdu7brn&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dc2omz4c2qfia9qoqtx84/Checkin.jpg?rlkey=r5gzp91ybnc2ov23465bq4df2&st=lhh7twg5&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k0stm4uuxs2rz5hs080is/GivingGoodyBags.jpg?rlkey=zkrcn867em1estku9b037024w&st=gxdpsuxi&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/o6rbu6h3v1zxmycemxm54/PrettyFlowers.jpg?rlkey=u4gdbcw0q9lkam8a5tbd9u2p4&st=95vht3ij&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ui70o23p402gcft7r6o7s/Chapel.jpg?rlkey=op5x0namdzbry0w73wzdb3twb&st=0ry5gum1&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/axf4pj8q9dbl7r2aow5sg/NameTree.jpg?rlkey=kitoipvxq06a4my6ovtpgx9er&st=xtqdvu3l&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n5954r4wbe7axy8ikpvud/MnG1.jpg?rlkey=xrcx0w7zwwqzi07rze3wx05st&st=ashbyrk0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xp8l8qgonw69b4yhdjdv8/GardenGlass.jpg?rlkey=sfibma4ispmqbgppbjtz31dwc&st=iuk4vh40&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/s0dduejfserlfv1r7asvf/JoeandRose.jpeg?rlkey=9vb6paowqhprd11jm27yuvxnf&st=6bn0emmq&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sdczsjguwhbomvdi8qdb6/MnGMusic.jpg?rlkey=b1ldlp6wr3ykm0q8yotbv5sm3&st=dccqvhun&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6tzj7z6n63qfxh1u01667/Mng10.jpg?rlkey=oshvnnt1gwrme73r5ory8nxaj&st=zmi51sni&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/idccbadnztggk5uy01joz/MnG18.jpeg?rlkey=acma49l3was447bvpixm7oyjh&st=0roby6a0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7umsj5ejpbyfruakochan/SondraCindyJane.jpeg?rlkey=16qq6ghwi6b8e06tv39ognw3k&st=z1t80d7s&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/pr1vvhka63fvxu80l23zj/Mng14.jpg?rlkey=gdzmbpqpdw0w97yopjcsmvicf&st=hhq6pn95&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/tpn3l02ux2hzz8p77ktbl/StormyWeather.jpg?rlkey=mnefo0xujyfu2crsini894pye&st=4n1mry9m&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/3rof1i5z9mzn2j1hrw5cc/GardenWhimsy.jpg?rlkey=e93w0dfbwjir2cxg9kdoomror&st=pwo8y3vr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/q6k1i5l7llnvy29hhfmoe/MnG23.JPEG?rlkey=shy8nj36xn9fq2lkpv8x9pfud&st=eblvngmx&dl=0

AMGA AWARDS COMMITTEE

Julie Conrey

Thank you to the Extension Master Gardeners (EMG) from across the state who nominated fellow
association members and individuals who have helped their Master Gardener programs grow. We
send a special thank you to the Regional Extension Agents (REA) and County Extension Coordinators
across the state who helped EMGs organize service hour reports and sign advanced badge order
forms.

Congratulations to the following award winners:

% Newsletter Award for Medium Size Association was awarded to Blount County for its newsletter,
‘Growing Pains’.

% Gary Murray Award for Outstanding Service and Dedication to the Alabama Master Gardener
Program was awarded to Bethany O'Rear, REA.

% Jean Lee Lifetime Hours Award was earned by Kathleen Hillis, Shoals Master Gardeners, for
11,587.85 volunteer service hours since becoming an Extension Certified Master Gardener in
2006.

+ Top Hours of the Year Award was earned by Janice Shirley, Wiregrass, for 1,072.05 volunteer
service hours.

% The 2025 Mary Lou McNabb Alabama Master Gardener of the Year recipient is Susan Hagen of
Blount County.

In 2024, 38 Platinum and 59 Gold Badges were earned; 18 Master Gardeners earned a Silver Star
Pin with jewelry and 273 Master Gardeners earned Bronze, Silver and Gold Stars.

Thank you to the Awards Committee members Amanda Redman, Jim Harris, Dottye Pierce and
Ginny Holland. This committee was focused and dedicated to doing a fine job. A special thank you to
Billy McDaniel, Chair of the Reach for the Stars Program. Billy did a great job this year working with
volunteer hours coordinators and distributing bronze, silver and gold stars to deserving EMGs.

We have much to be thankful for, and much to look forward to in 2025! Let's get going! Please
check updated criteria for all awards at AMGA Awards and Criteria.
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ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING AMGA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING
May 6 June 3 @ 10:00 - 12:00
@ 10:00-12:00 Petals From the Past
All are welcome to attend Jemison, AL
Clanton Recreation Center All are welcome to attend
305 1st St. N
Clanton, AL

BLOUNT COUNTY FALL CONFERENCE
October 2, 2025

AMGA FALL SEMINAR Blount County Multipurpose Center
September 16, 2025 Cleveland, AL
First Baptist Church (See page 11)

Columbiana, AL
(See page 10)


https://alabamamga.org/amga-awards/

Learning new crafts while making new friends
It doesn’t get much better than this!



https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yndsqhhj23kjbcu5bjggo/Friends.JPG?rlkey=hkgw38t8zb5zwspgv7th3vea3&st=7hlgcnct&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n5954r4wbe7axy8ikpvud/MnG1.jpg?rlkey=xrcx0w7zwwqzi07rze3wx05st&st=4wscf8sr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/yt0284013bvqam6zpg0c3/ACMGAdemogarden.jpeg?rlkey=r5jir7aob52zkvrt2ud1mi2l3&st=302kxkgw&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gxzg78tmdb77409r9wjtn/TreasurersNetworkiong.jpeg?rlkey=8sxn8hu67y8mkv2m53f6aqtzf&st=i4djoajk&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/a59bns4t4k15oyy20civt/MagnoliaBlooms.jpg?rlkey=rzngaoxxjjgcn8aqbhdqb6sqw&st=3ta0h2nq&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/cdncd7813i0bfiqdpcbyn/FloralDesign.jpeg?rlkey=z7hnx9lmysmd3e8116o71qo1c&st=n2zxxs6t&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/b1ggxlwx38192w78vywti/WhimsicalGardenArt-2.jpeg?rlkey=gxmtystogsomehuwzj2r3oevf&st=yrdx0hls&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ye3nhfbfmatjdbivvpdwl/ResinButterfly.jpg?rlkey=x6i1msxajnbsx6pzm3uoegmba&st=gnhgbzgj&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xvomxh9m48h9w62255d9i/PaintedApron2.jpg?rlkey=4xxzj889f2w6zqdnkocwa29kb&st=rm1yvb97&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/lp7eizi2wjzp2x6kgbcvc/MnG4.JPG?rlkey=bqbkqk692x5ai898if4r8eywj&st=468e3dj7&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/niaig8edem7icckmw89q5/MnG5.JPG?rlkey=s922d4ddra0iypw2khvrfjzpu&st=pwuuokla&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7j4r1jjxnrtrfkhbpiv8j/LadiesandJoe.jpg?rlkey=m9pxjglvl8k1h6moh93s3si9e&st=c6aawoqh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/7qlyewwf3utxdmt9l28z6/MnG20.jpg?rlkey=no4wmhlwco9hu02b6knk2qjxx&st=9gd34hey&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ivab57ne5lzj6iay4n26k/MagnoliaBlooms.jpeg?rlkey=800qb4ptlxzn0wecbh9r7kw1b&st=zsqq6j08&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5fb7ucaf4e3jksb9ot6cl/PaintedApron.jpeg?rlkey=yx1z0jrq0ttq8ga79zfrs2adx&st=2m33v8y4&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/upp1wtg67ovyvhk5c5egx/WhimsicalGardenArt.jpeg?rlkey=lekkdl5xira8jjlgfne0y77lc&st=csjk9crf&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ksa2rhe5dlqaskvdvkaa0/MnG.jpeg?rlkey=wekp5ap1jhjuciii58orpw5c0&st=3egjnnib&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/h63amas33j4093r5da49z/MnGPike.JPEG?rlkey=3v6sqxeq8v2ft00n8rx5ghmgk&st=8gugf54p&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/n3piuwghl05n14lyezht4/Mng13.jpg?rlkey=xtp6anu2nk96kai8ufbnrwyzf&st=ldndl5k6&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gl1gdk6670z3moat85yhj/MnG19.jpg?rlkey=o19pced4tk2nflz1quez9re0c&st=pdgmh78n&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dho228vskydt479p5ktyg/LadiesWiregrass.jpg?rlkey=ouyhxrjznjkm6aswbrm0hwah1&st=kcmiaait&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5nq5fi0bnyc6giksm2q1n/ShoalsBambooPark.jpeg?rlkey=nvxdfhqw78snp35t1qicnwk3k&st=vv7lcx2z&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sdczsjguwhbomvdi8qdb6/MnGMusic.jpg?rlkey=b1ldlp6wr3ykm0q8yotbv5sm3&st=x0ua0si5&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k0kmp0hnsiaaaz0uwnt8j/ResinButterflya.jpg?rlkey=nr54ir6lgkhwq7c6pto97p7y9&st=6de9nseu&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bmun99kvqu3oa1ngnar7e/MagnoliaBlooms2.jpeg?rlkey=bunb9dy67qnydltu1q8a8pqj3&st=qd17nxy9&dl=0

AMGA ENDOWMENT AND TRANSFORMATION GARDEN COMMITTEE
Roger Clarke

| am completing my term as chair of the Endowment Committee and the Transformation Garden
Committee as of the conference in Prattville. | leave with both endowment funds fully operational
and producing scholarships, as we intended. Please continue to support them.

| am especially proud of what the Transformation Garden Committee was able to accomplish.
Through our efforts Alabama Master Gardeners will have a very strong and visual connection to
the Transformation Garden, which will be a world class facility.

Thank you for your support over the years.

AMGA MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE
Rose McCauley, Chair

We worked last year to make improvements in the Service Report to eliminate duplicate accounts
in the Service Report and Dues Tracker. We're still experiencing some duplicates, but most have
been eliminated. We also gave Super Admins the ability to gather more information from the
Service Report for their members.

This year we have begun working on Dues Tracker to make it more user friendly. | am pleased
with a recent test sample of some of the changes. We're planning to have training on the updates
when it is complete.

| am available at jrmprat@charter.net if you need Dues Tracker help or have questions regarding
membership.

AMGA NEWSLETTER
Sheila Bolen, Editor

The more things change, the more they stay the same. While the names may change on the back
page, Pathways and Happenings remain THE source for statewide information for all the
Extension Master Gardener Associations in Alabama. | was taught by two amazing editors and
hope to continue with what they taught me. Keep sharing what your association is doing, enjoy
reading what the rest of the state is doing and stay abreast of how AMGA is helping your local
association grow and thrive. Your articles are the heart of Pathways and Happenings. If you have
any questions or suggestions, if you're interested in writing a Special Interest article, or if you
want to submit pictures for the front page, contact me at mgbolshel3@gmail.com. | want to say
“Welcome Aboard” to Martha Burnett, East Central Alabama MGA, Copy Editor, and Susan Clapp,
Autauga County MGA, Proofreader. Ladies, welcome to the madness!



mailto:jrmprat@charter.net
mailto:mgbolshe13@gmail.com
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j95soom5ubzff53ecx0uz/Blount.jpeg?rlkey=d2itp43hzlz91hwj37l03sdiu&st=bruj95jl&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1rxnz4rkzho418uyb8yjm/CapitalCity.jpg?rlkey=qltgw56j89gjt1m43advlbgk8&st=ay3ay017&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/39s5w491zdbqwfsgwg8q3/Chilton.jpg?rlkey=6xzisxqdf5o6e830sp0ndaku9&st=p5xvv1oz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/i1udcyypu548jagan49fj/EastCentral.jpg?rlkey=hybxyi60um2rfi8stzufhhmoz&st=h7suzf8t&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nz1bvi30zczuytdvwnza9/Jackson.jpg?rlkey=y97h8aofbe4tml8lbiob4tm3a&st=8bx6c7jc&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/21qf9f015lkzk1ttk4ahk/Lawrence.jpg?rlkey=fr0ey1wiwo3mgqymh5nnbt1m4&st=t8tgh7mq&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6xz9h517b87iy2ywvywfs/MGNA.jpeg?rlkey=cturrj1ryz030r2p8zqn22v1p&st=xyksyyca&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gzh7lvhpxblkass24epra/Mobile.jpg?rlkey=ph0umn81vkvw3fxwkczbegpo1&st=y25mhd7z&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0mvwr03appmkljv8qq5os/Shelby.jpg?rlkey=lu68vmuz56iyrvq35g1urdzm1&st=8yq01q5p&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/r4n9tao9e08bh3skbd1lr/Shoals.JPG?rlkey=vsz06tk5jerdqq9gmps8570q7&st=lg5jrwd0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/zq72lkvehq72oufoipefl/Wiregrass.JPG?rlkey=d9xr1k32ek85fh94xqjd5r8zk&st=ihsaltrd&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/wecw847qo5w3y0hmtzru3/Autauga.jpeg?rlkey=w837h95gtq1vta5kd80hwwgmi&st=mq05ukyg&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sxiuzl0bci88o97x5p4wn/Limestone.jpeg?rlkey=07fdv14mztq2cuoavl6uxry7u&st=kfg3fz15&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ck0px0og4r97fxunvo9dd/CentralAlabama.jpg?rlkey=z223yd8o3k4x0jv8k57zuf8kd&st=1rs67pk3&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/65q4gtqjzdhd76jd014gf/Calhoun.jpg?rlkey=fvrw17ij5j7pnvudkbal218x8&st=9a12htl2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/sed86pir613waguszhmdn/MnG16.jpg?rlkey=tu9kb62kg1a3hlus74bzqe7tb&st=9e0dlusp&dl=0

AMGA NOMINATING COMMITTEE
Phyllis Clay, Chair

On behalf of the AMGA Nominating Committee, | am pleased to announce the newly elected officers,
board members at large, and the committee member who will serve our organization in the coming years.

President: Debbie Boutelier, Autauga

Term: 2025-2027

Vice President: Julie Conrey, Mobile

Term: 2025-2027

Secretary: Amanda Redman, Blount

Term: 2025-2027

Treasurer: Susan Steele, Lawrence

Term: 2025-2027

Board Member At Large: Harriet Jackson, Chilton
Term: 2025-2028

Board Member At Large: Soozi Pline, Limestone
Term: 2025-2028

Nominating Committee Member: Don Richerson, Baldwin
Term: 2025-2027

The Nominating Committee has worked diligently to identify dedicated and qualified individuals who will
uphold and advance the vision, mission, and values of AMGA. As Ralph J. Bunche, the esteemed diplomat
and Nobel Peace Prize recipient, wisely stated:

"Every day is a new day. A new opportunity to make a difference. You can’t change yesterday, but you
can make a better tomorrow."

May we all move forward with optimism, dedication, and a shared commitment to the success of AMGA.
Please join me in congratulating and supporting our new leadership team!

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING
Kate Vogel, Chair

The purpose of the Project Funding Committee is to develop and administer a program that
annually provides AMGA financial assistance, up to $2000, to outstanding Master Gardener
projects throughout the State of Alabama.

Thanks to Joyce Christiansen, Carlita Edwards, Elaine Hild and Cynthia Kershaw for serving on
the committee this year.

Only two associations requested project funding this year and both received grants.

o Cherokee County was awarded funds to double the footprint of the 21st Century program
serving "at-risk" students at Cherokee Middle School.

J Chilton County received funds for tools to continue maintenance of the Chilton County MGA
Demonstration Garden.

If your association received a grant in or prior to 2023, please consider applying in 2026.

2024 Project Funding recipients were Wiregrass, Limestone, Master Gardeners of North
Alabama, Lawrence, Blount, Calhoun; 2023 recipients were Capital City, Cullman, East Central
Alabama, Jefferson, Marshall, Pike, Shoals, Tallapoosa.
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/0fakehsx0t7dzlvmcg8o2/FinalMeeting.jpg?rlkey=xnbe1k5u361dymzv9yiee0ec5&st=3122as2a&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1b7ufvn9x2rh1aps2db3x/SwearingIn.jpg?rlkey=xpim07s64vbjq7kidecetgd2t&st=i10qnzi4&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/b5658j9y65x7thlfpe07h/BethanyO-RearGaryMurray.jpeg?rlkey=h0kkmha9zysik2y1gq3qspy7q&st=z2aswvmh&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/95lh0z0d3cwg6c7l7wy92/CalhounSearch.jpg?rlkey=3h1b8i60xdycpmhmcyr3hhbys&st=aaynwflk&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bjd4xrkx50dmkvth18w8i/AndyHundleyFreEvanIntern.jpg?rlkey=87adjhcu35jydyk31p1nz2iiz&st=33hjixgy&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/c6ow8f2aniul5ow3jvvob/KathleenHillisJeanLeeAward.JPG?rlkey=w4z3vd9j94b2w0qaqovbe2ww5&st=rt3i42l9&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/c4vt5xmlfeyswsb0qvhb4/BlountNewsletterAward.jpeg?rlkey=q87ejpwnel9nv03cc427xyub3&st=etfyo99g&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1bfv9ahsjb1tfbl57dek8/JaniceShirleyTopHours.jpg?rlkey=33jekr21wjoyk4d2u4hcsvc00&st=gvp1c8lr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/hhybu78ua1iiu2phjkalz/MGNASearchExcellence.jpg?rlkey=b316ss24znxkmkez5f7v8ch3d&st=9cwj7ug2&dl=0

AMGA SPEAKERS’ BUREAU
Susan K. Hagen, Chair

This quarter the AMGA Speakers’ Bureau reports a potential expansion in presentation topics.
During round-table discussions at the Advisory Council meeting in February, conversations with
Kerry Smith, and chats with the Advanced Certification program participants, suggestions arose
that the Bureau create offerings of practical use to local association officers, such as agenda
building or crafting efficient emails, and to Advanced Certification candidates, such as creating
effective PowerPoint slides and engaging presentations or using Zoom. Inquiries into these
possibilities and others are underway. Any suggestions for additional topics may be sent to
amgaspeakers@gmail.com or directly to skhagen47@icloud.com.

AMGA Treasurer
CeciliaAdams

My term ends in June after the conference. | have enjoyed working with the association
treasurers and conference finance chairs. The final Treasurer Report is included in the Conference
booklet. Thank you for all your support over the past two years.

Susan Steele will be the treasurer for 2025-2027. She will be using the PO Box we have used for
the past two years.

All checks sent to the treasurer should be made out to AMGA and mailed to:

AMGA Treasurer
PO Box 3031
Decatur, AL 35602

Please include contact information with all checks, in case there are questions regarding your
check.

We continue to receive donations to the Transformation Garden. Please include this form with
your donation: https://alabamamga.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Gift-Commitment-
Transformation-Garden-08032023.pdf

2026 AMGA STATE CONFERENCE AND BUSINESS MEETING
Bobbi McFadden

The Extension Master Gardener Associations of Limestone, Madison and Morgan Counties are

working hard to bring you an inspiring and informative experience at the 2026 AMGA State
Conference - Gardening to the Moon and Back. The conference will be held in The Rocket City,
Huntsville, Alabama, May 6-8, 2026, at The Westin Huntsville, located in Bridge Street Town
Centre.

The 2026 conference objective is to provide new ideas garnered from tours, workshops and
speakers to enhance outreach activities throughout the state. Through this we hope to achieve our
goal of creating biodiversity utilizing creative gardening concepts. There will be inspiring
speakers and informative topics including keynote speakers, Doug Tallamy and Melinda Myers.

Doug Tallamy, nationally known University of Delaware professor of Entomology & Wildlife
Ecology, New York Times best-selling author and co-founder of Homegrown National Park will
present Homegrown National Park. Melinda Myers, nationally known TV/Radio host, author and
columnist, will present Small Space Gardening. Harvey Cotton, Director of Alabama Nurserymen’s
Association, former COO and chief horticulturalist at Huntsville Botanical Garden & co-author of
Easy Gardens for the South, will be presenting What is New in 2026: Must Haves for Your Garden.

All are welcome to join us as we soar to new heights at the 2026 AMGA State Conference -
Gardening to the Moon and Back!
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https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dco9hq3wfwoph1c6ucaoe/DoorPrizeTeam.JPEG?rlkey=z3zzpo0d23bor1rvairqmym7w&st=16aln1gk&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8vz9enyjose2za4bzda2i/Arrangements.JPG?rlkey=27g4u5w7o99ocdl6u5sk639nx&st=pvq16x29&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/av70sf6ng359edkjo1e6e/BetsySmith.jpg?rlkey=3grlgzlx3jssbfjsz1hy4il3v&st=6zf2di4w&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ai6elk5fxjbuxbh91s8ls/CharmRusslerDoorPrize.jpg?rlkey=kr5269qd33do4kvplkjeo1njf&st=j3ngw90b&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/zie8tec2rdkwv8d6ry7yf/BreakTime2.jpg?rlkey=418c1i608nz9gtkzkkf3fqrt3&st=6o5qyi1a&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/fb0xko3g6azte5labpkyu/SkeeterDevonne.jpg?rlkey=1runszsxyluwzquc1nxa3kj2n&st=rg2xjg9c&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/jhhlxekhnhkzpjet3kq1y/YvonneJo.jpg?rlkey=5ai9rpn7mz2wnuntyhoz82y45&st=f34115hr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/76id3yzg9jgupjm88zak4/DidIwin.jpg?rlkey=3v9q9kt4qo1py46l9ut3cskog&st=e2obxknr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k0kmp0hnsiaaaz0uwnt8j/ResinButterflya.jpg?rlkey=nr54ir6lgkhwq7c6pto97p7y9&st=4zfq6zfg&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/mlh6rvz71ssidfhti7yae/GroverPlunkett.jpg?rlkey=wjp7o3adnyujkvlvgqb16flfn&st=8e1ubbsr&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/xdh8yip1f5haq2hh9qpdg/JasonReeves.JPG?rlkey=vl11gggufvjmdamekiitli38u&st=0c77h0rp&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/in5u919hgw4yubib5flf7/Myra.jpg?rlkey=hmvdx0llic39n14478olcuuty&st=tdtvww8i&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/dlcx40r6b2xr0wuthwoin/MadgeSimsDemoGarden.jpg?rlkey=w7ey3k4s5bdlnqu35su5md6xh&st=i6kptntg&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/k6fepny85qmi73h8vmjf4/DemoGarden.JPG?rlkey=9thegg8j3plrvcn0od73jldhs&st=iucuws4b&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5nq5fi0bnyc6giksm2q1n/ShoalsBambooPark.jpeg?rlkey=nvxdfhqw78snp35t1qicnwk3k&st=sxsivhug&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gxzg78tmdb77409r9wjtn/TreasurersNetworking.jpeg?rlkey=8sxn8hu67y8mkv2m53f6aqtzf&st=labkg621&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/5wyop4ic14jnhta4tr4el/BreakTime.jpg?rlkey=rptjdq9n2l668vd9f595jn0qm&st=6ckb4awm&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bkbfrrlm24xhd0ihuejwv/FullHouse.jpeg?rlkey=hvwn685hvgbfg1kzidamv0lpq&st=mav2fm6c&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/f1k88jfy5qyb5ec9d09tp/We-retired.jpg?rlkey=cazl5ligf1h1oep8r8m7zai70&st=myrh86c0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bj7dko7keky2e2uv4w89j/WesleyAnderson.jpg?rlkey=qoq258rc33y5rlkyjyvqzpv14&st=achekbzw&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nyzlb1pydyk8itnslimuv/JimDonovan.jpg?rlkey=f7lvue9vpz0c2k9s8m3oz7khd&st=27iuoc3j&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/431xuzgtvxufu0r94v3ho/LauraJohnson.JPG?rlkey=jd266fqaehzamospptitgaeye&st=ii2bcmx2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/fl5ljwzyf07uc7jl6rns0/WiregrassLadies.jpg?rlkey=ry17r51dy74j5nco8rmaz3ixx&st=n16x41r2&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/io374xj18xrf2sajg1jta/JoeLampl.jpg?rlkey=y6ifl9onk84fmucdicn18wins&st=qyrklnfl&dl=0

Extension Master Gardener Volunteers Were BUSY in 2024!

Thank you to everyone who reported volunteer hours in 2024. We knew there would be growing pains with the
Service Report revisions, but it’s given us so much more to tell. With that, I'm excited to share this summary!

In 2024, we had 1,782 reporting volunteers — overall increase of 5%. Intern EMGs = 281. Certified EMGs = 1,501.

2024 Highlights:

47% of your total volunteer hours were reported to community outreach. 89% of your contacts were
reported to Creating & Sharing Information with the public - media articles, Helpline, Ask-EMG, etc.
Your favorite activities, no surprise, were in gardens! You supported or managed over 300 garden spaces
- beautification, public green space, donation and teaching gardens — 30% of your total hours were
reported to Ornamental Gardens, and 14% to Food Gardens.

40-50% of your “gardens” appeared to be used for teaching. (We’'ll clarify this in 2025)

You worked with and supported 280 community partners — 22% of your total hours.

Your Extension activities were with 4-H and other youth programs (Classroom in the Forest, Earth Day,
etc.), Arbor Day, Alabama Water Watch, County Fairs, Extension Beekeeping Conference, Extension
Advisory Meetings, Office assistance, Food Safety team, Nutrition team, Research & Extension Centers,
SNAP-Ed team, STEM in the Garden, and the Veterans Program - 11% of your total hours.

EMGs from 31* MGAs donated tangible items to their communities (e.g. plants, produce, money).

Your total monetary donations = $7,890*

Your total pounds of donated produce = 19,648 lbs* ($39,269 at $2/lbs)

Your total donated vegetable transplants = 3,830* ($19,150 at $5/ea.)

Your total donated ornamental transplants = 3,595* ($35,950 at $10/ea.)

AMGA and local MGAs gave to AU scholarships and the Transformation Garden = $21,664.90

(*Using a new report structure, | know there are missing reports.)

We're gearing up 2025 for another busy and Counties with Highest Donations**
rewarding year. Remember to read and sign the -
2025 MOU. This is a foundational document for our 1-Awtauga, monetary donations $2,688
EMG Volunteer Program and all active volunteers 2 - DeKalb, monetary donations $1,697
should be familiar with it — Extension Master 3 - Baldwin, monetary donations $823
i i -
Gardener Service Report Login 1-Marshall, lbs. produce 8,400 lbs
At the end of every storm is a colorful rainbow to 2 - Cullman, lbs. produce 1,519 lbs
make us smile. | am endlessly thankful for all that 3 - Limestone, lbs. produce 1,475 lbs
you do in your communities, for Extension, and for 1- Wiregrass, veggie transplants donated 1,604
Alabama’s EMG Program. ]
2 - Jefferson, veggie transplants donated 430
/ 3 - MGNA, veggie transplants donated 296
\ 1 - Cullman, ornamental plants donated 943
2 - MGNA, ornamental plants donated 497
3 3 - Baldwin, ornamental plants donated 466
+ ALABAMA -
MASTER These numbers reflect report updates made after the Conference
G DENER s booklet printing.

ALABAMA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM
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All About Pollinators

Alabama Extension Master Gardener 2025 Fall Seminar

September 16, 2025
First Baptist Church of Columbiana
208 N Main Street, Columbiana, AL 35051

Seed Swap: Bring packaged, labeled seeds.

8:30-9:00 Registration & Seed Swap Dropoff
9:00-9:15 Welcome
9:15-10:15 Benefits of Pollinators in Our Gardens: Debbie Boutelier

10:15-10:30 Break

10:30-11:30 Alabama Native Plants for Pollinators: Jason Powell
11:30-12:30 Lunch

12:30-1:30 Beneficial Nighttime Pollinators: Allyson Shabel
1:30-1:45 Break

1:45-2:45 Pollinator Friendly Pest Control: Dani Carroll

Questions: Contact Elizabeth York 205-616-7648 e.vork24@yvahoo.com

Registration form, Please print. Registration Deadline: September 2 (Max 200 participants)
Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Phone Email
Fee: $40 Make check payable to SCMGA
Lunch included, select below: Mail check and registration form to:
___Chicken Salad Croissant Sue Owen
___Pasta Salad (Vegetarian) 350 Howard Hill Dr

Wilsonville, AL 35186-7250
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Gardening for Birds, Bees, Butterflies, and Bugs
October 2, 2025
Blount County Master Gardeners’ Fall Conference

4 CEUs

Blount County Multipurpose Center
6700 County Road 1. Cleveland, AL 35049

8:30 a.m. Registration
9:00a.m. Jim Jacobi, ACES: Backyard Bugs: They're Coming
10:00 a.m. Allyson Shabel, ACES: How Gardencrs Can Help Honey Bees

1m:00 a.m, Lunch and shopping with Jason

12:30 p.m. Scot Duncan, Executive Director AL Audubon: How Gardeners Can Help Birds and
Biodiversity

1:30 p.m. Paulettc Ogard, Author and Butterfly Researcher: Creating a Haven for Butterflics:
Your Yard and Beyond

For information, contact Sherilyn Osborne, 205-382-0791 (leave a message) or sherilynosborne@bellsouth.net
¥

Registration form, please print

Name:

Address:
City / State / Zip:

Emuil / Phone #:

Vegeurian requirement:

Muke $40 registration fee cheek payable to Blount County Master Gardener Association. Muil w Sherilyn Osborne, P.O.

Box 13, Locust Fork, Alabama, 35097
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Editor: Sheila Bolen
East Central AL MGA

Copy Editor:
Martha Burnett
East Central AL MGA

NEXT ARTICLE FOR PATHWAYS DUE JUNE 15, 2025

Proofreader:
Susan Clapp
Autauga MGA

State Advisor
Kerry Smith
State Master Gardeners
Program Coordinator
334-844-3036
Cell 334-329-1051
smithkp@auburn.ed

Got Questions?

?

We’ve Got Answers

alabamamga.org

2025 - 2027 AMGA BOD OFFICERS

President: Deborah Boutelier, Autauga
Vice-President: Julie Conrey, Mobile
Secretary: Amanda Redman, Blount
Treasurer: Susan Steele, Lawrence

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
TERM 2023 - 2026

Kate Vogel, Shelby

Term 2024 - 2027

Janell Diggs, Capital City

Kim Johnson, Jackson

Term 2025 - 2028

Harriet Jackson — Chilton

Soozi Pline, Limestone

AMGA COMMITTEES

AMGA AWARDS
Jim Harris, Chair, Lee

AMGA COMMUNICATIONS

Caroline Etheriedge, Chair, Blount
Pathways Editor: Sheila Bolen, East Central
AMGA Webmaster: Caroline Etheriedge

AMGA ENDOWMENT

AMGA MEMBERSHIP
Rose McCauley, Chair, Autauga

AMGA NEWSLETTER

Sheila Bolen, East Central, Editor

Martha Burnett, East Central, Copy Editor
Susan Clapp, Autauga, Proofreader

AMGA NOMINATING
Amy Weis, Chair, Jefferson
Don Richerson, Baldwin

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING
Kate Vogel, Chair, Shelby

AMGA RECORDS & RETENTION
Michael Thomason, Chair, Shoals

AMGA SPEAKERS BUREAU
Susan Hagen, Chair, Blount

AMGA STATE CONFERENCES
Julie Conrey, Chair, Mobile

CONFERENCE COMMITTEES

2025 AUTAUGA CO MGA

Sondra Henley, Rose McCauley, Jane Boysen
2026 MGNA/LIMESTONE/MORGAN MGAs
Jennifer Johnson (MGNA), Soozi Pline
(Limestone), Doty Henry (Morgan)

2027 JEFFERSON CO MGA

Katherine Ennis

ACES VOLUNTEER TRAINING
Emily Burchfield, Coordinator

AMGA ADVISORY COUNCIL
Edwin (SKEETER) Sims, Chair, Calhoun

AMGA WEBSITE

Caroline Etheriedge, Blount, Webmaster
Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Julie Conrey, Mobile

AMGA WEBSITE INFO APPROVAL:
Caroline Etheriedge, Blount
Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Julie Conrey, Mobile
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