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HAPPENINGS

AUTAUGA COUNTY MGA
Nancy Waggoner

  According to an old saying, to get something 
done, ask a busy person! Autauga County Master 
Gardeners Association (ACMGA) has indeed 
been a busy organization, having hosted, under 
the direction of Sondra Henley, Rose McCauley 
and Jane Boysen, the 2025 AMGA Conference 
and Annual Business Meeting in Prattville April 
3-5.
  ACMGA members have also been preparing for 
their spring plant sale being held April 26 in 
Prattvillage Garden. This popular sale is our 
association’s major annual fundraising event. 
Members donate plants, bulbs, vegetables, 
shrubs, and trees for eager customers to snap 
up; long lines always form before opening time!
  ACMGA members teach and learn.  At our 
January membership meeting, Extension Agents 
Mallory Kelly and Darrue Sharpe outlined their 
programs for 2025. In February, Lori Terrell 

reviewed procedures for working the Helpline, 
Adrienne Yarbrough reviewed procedures for 
logging volunteer hours on the Service 
Report, and Sondra Henley discussed the Ask 
a Master Gardener Program. In March, 
Extension Agent and 4-H Program Director 
Kacey Powell spoke on the goals and 
activities of 4-H programs in our community.   
  Several of our Advanced Master Gardeners 
have also been busy making presentations to 
groups across the state.   Bionca Lindsey 
presented Succession Planting at Autauga 
County’s Lunch & Learn; Edible Aquifer at 
Prattville Water Festival and Let’s Learn 
About Hostas to Blount County MGA.   Rose 
McCauley and Paula Seamon presented 
Backyard Composting and Vermicomposting 
to Auburn’s Osher Lifelong Learning Institute 
Program and the Capital City MGA interns.  
Rose also presented Vermicomposting to 
Shelby County MGA.

Autauga County MGA
Hosts 2025 AMGA Conference

and Business Meeting

A BIG Thank You to all who 
attended Fountains of 

Knowledge!

https://www.pexels.com/


2

BALDWIN COUNTY MGA
Pat Greer

  At our November meeting Dr. Mark Hammond 
spoke to us about the Blue Zone Diet.  In his 
talk he mentioned there was a demonstration 
kitchen located in the USA Health MAPP Family 
Infirmary in Fairhope. He then asked if we 
would like to participate in a demonstration 
meal preparation. Our first class was on 
February 12 with 24 BCMG members 
participating. They prepared a 5-course meal 
that fit into the Blue Zone Diet plan. The leader 
for the evening was Chef Matt Palamara, a 
teacher at the Culinary Program at Alabama 
Coastal Community College. A second 
opportunity will be April 2.
  In late January, our group joined the local zoo, 
known as “The Little Zoo That Could” for a seed 
swap. In February we celebrated Arbor Day in 
seven communities within Baldwin County. In 
March we’re having our annual Tuesday Nights 
with Master Gardeners – educational meetings

for four Tuesday evenings for both Master 
Gardeners and the public.  
  April 10, 11 and 12 we’ll be holding our Spring 
Plant Sale. This, along with our Fall Plant Sale, 
are the principal fund raisers for our group. 
Delores Hammack is doing a wonderful job as 
the leader of these projects. Along with herbs, 
perennials, native plants, shrubs and trees, she 
has given our members the opportunity to 
suggest the favorite plants they would like to 
see at this sale. Our local greenhouse projects 
provide many of the bedding plants we have for 
sale.

L-R: Brenda Montgomery, Ann Hutchinson 
preparing a portion of the Blue Zone Diet meal.  

Photographer: unknown.

CALHOUN COUNTY MGA 

Teri Gilbert

  Calhoun County Master Gardeners (CCMGA) 
were treated to an interesting rose pruning 
class at a recent monthly meeting, led by Rosie 
from Rosie’s Herb & Rose Farm.  Interesting 
advice Rosie offered included deadheading, 
which tells the rose to keep blooming.  To avoid 
possible frost to new growth, stop deadheading 
at the end of September to October. Rosie’s 
farm is in Cedar Bluff. Her website is 
www.rosiesfarm.com and she’s on Facebook.
  At January’s Third Thursday Program at 
Longleaf Botanical Gardens, Mandy Pearson, 
Program Director for Camp Lee, presented 
“Appalachian Soothing Salves”. Mandy took us 
through an enlightening journey encompassing 
the art and science of herbal remedies and 
discussed several medicinal salves to be made 
at home using plants found in local nature. She 
can be reached at: programs@camplee.org. 
  CCMGA members attended Longleaf Botanical 
Gardens’ 7th Annual Spring Garden Symposium 
in March. Speakers shared expertise on plant 
selection, new zone maps, preparing for 

extreme weather and more valuable 
information.
  Several CCMGs attended the 2025 AMGA 
conference in Prattville and returned with 
enjoyable memories of the interesting training 
sessions and camaraderie shared with the 
other participants.  We’re anticipating attending 
the 2026 conference in Huntsville.
  Please visit our plant sales! Every third 
Thursday Longleaf Botanical Gardens hosts a 
plant sale, 10am-5pm. Their website is 
www.exploreamag.org/experience/events/.
  May 10, 9am-1pm, is our annual spring plant 
sale at the Cane Creek Sharon Pritchard 
Greenhouse, 77 Justice Avenue, Anniston, AL. 

Mandy Pearson’s program, “Appalachian Soothing 

Salves”, at Longleaf Botanical Gardens.

Photographer: Unknown.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/qeo2cisjg2pxxb21xv4ht/BaldwinSpring25.jpg?rlkey=57nluqzwm32j3shn8ene35hcm&st=3ig7c22u&dl=0
http://www.rosiesfarm.com/
mailto:programs@camplee.org.
http://www.exploreamag.org/experience/events/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/qeo2cisjg2pxxb21xv4ht/BaldwinSpring25.jpg?rlkey=57nluqzwm32j3shn8ene35hcm&st=pkcj03vw&dl=0
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CAPITAL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines

  2024 ended with our annual Christmas 
luncheon and a brief summary of CCMGA’s 
activities for the year. Annual awards for the 
year were presented to four members. The four 
categories of badges presented were silver, 
gold, platinum and ruby of which 18 members 
were recipients. Cathy Maddox was presented 
with an award for achieving 10,000 volunteer 
hours.  CCMGA 2025 officers were installed, 
charged with leading our current 119 members 
and the thirteen interns in the winter/spring 
class.
  CCMGA has five active projects and eleven Ad 
Hoc committees. At each meeting, Committee 
chairpersons and a representative from each 
project report on progress being made in each 
garden and any related accomplishments.

There has been extensive planning for our most 
significant fundraiser, our plant sale, which is to 
be held on April 12.  We encourage every CCMGA 
member to participate in some way, as there are 
many opportunities to make this sale a great 
success and run smoothly.

Janice Jackson, 2025 Plant Sale Chairperson, 
Photographer: Mary Eleanor Hines.

CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA
Kelly Lafreniere

  What a great start to 2025! Our Central 
Alabama Master Gardener Association, Inc. 
(CAMGA) has been in full swing! 
  March 1, we participated in the annual 
Wetumpka Hometown Mardi Gras Parade. This 
year’s theme was “The Wizarding World of 
Wetumpka”. Our float, created by Rebecca 
Ridley and her projects team, celebrated the 
theme with “The Magic of Herbs” being our 
floats name. Our float was decked out with 
greenery, herbs, and teacups with dry ice 
mimicking steam. We tossed out beads and 
seed packets rubber banded around long 
Tootsie Roll candies. We encouraged people to 
plant gardens with those seeds and advertised 
for our plant sale on May 3 at the Wetumpka 
Extension Office. We’re proud to announce that 
we won the Grand Marshal’s Award for best 
float.
  Our successful Lunch and Learn programs 
continue the second Tuesday of every month 
and are led by David Heffelfinger.  
  We’re having great success with our quarterly 

public education workshops  organized by 
Candy Jones and her team.  Our January 29 
workshop was on Growing Staghorn Ferns 
on Wooden Planks.  Our next public 
workshop, April 30, will cover Landscape 
Garden Design.
  Jason Mattox has provided us with 
excellent speakers this year,  Our February 
speaker, Sarah Wolak, co-owner of 
Nemophily Natives in Auburn, gave an 
enlightening presentation on native plants 
and pollinators.

CAMGA Mardi Gras float
Photographer: Darlene Dixon Branyon

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/6luu1c9h1uc1963w9lx0c/CapCitySpring25.jpg?rlkey=j7oohxpjlu1bvvxjuowyz5y1i&st=8m5j4sbz&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ht951vkhqre3a77odxrru/CAMGASpring25.jpeg?rlkey=17lh9il2w7bwi7pwldwy94xte&st=sagub37m&dl=0
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CHEROKEE COUNTY MGA
Doug Ford

  The Cherokee County Master Gardeners are 
hitting on all cylinders in the new year. We have 
installed our new officers led by President 
Debbie Foley, who brings a fresh and exuberant 
style that is exciting and inspirational. Debbie 
led our State-of-the-Association meeting in 
January, reviewing our ups and downs of 2024 
and proposing a roadmap for 2025. Watch for 
great things from Cherokee County.
  One ongoing program here in Weiss Lake 
country is the 21st Century Program sponsored 
by Centre Middle School and assisted by 
several of our Master Gardeners. The 21st 
Century Program is a federal after-school 
program for enhanced learning opportunities 
for participating students and enables our 
association to fulfill its mission to promote 
horticultural education. We’re hopeful for these 
future gardeners who are learning important 
life skills. We’re also very proud to announce 
that the 21st Century Program at CMS was

chosen as the statewide winner of the annual 
Search for Excellence Award for Youth Programs 
by Alabama Extension.
  Spring is upon us, and, like most other 
associations, CCMGA is gearing up for our annual 
spring plant sale. Our greenhouse and home-
grown plants, along with garden art, and more, 
will be offered in Centre, April 12, and Leesburg, 
April 19. Come join the fun!

21st Century Program students at Centre Middle 
School with MG Project Captains, back row, second 

from L-R: Julie Howell and Becky McMichen.
Photographer: Lisa Ellis.

CHILTON COUNTY MGA
Lanell Baker

  The Chilton County Master Gardeners 
(CCMGA) had a very good start to 2025. We’re 
excited about our 11 interns. In January, our 
Extension Office Coordinator and members of 
her staff gave us an update on service and 
outreach opportunities in the coming year. Our 
Vice President enlightened us on the programs 
he’s planned for us as well as some interesting 
tours he has planned.
  Some of our ongoing projects are caring for 
our Demonstration Garden and keeping it 
maintained for tour groups and locals who 
want to enjoy it. We remain active with 
Helpline. Our new coordinator is doing a great 
job.
  On February 17 and 18, we labeled and gave 
away trees for Arbor Day behind the Extension 
Office. We also had volunteers work at the 
ACES Bee Conference in February.  In March

we helped with Water Festival, a program for 
all Chilton County fourth graders held at Jeff 
State Community College.
  Our members are getting plants ready for our 
sale on April 12, with a weather day on April 
19. We’re busy gathering items for our country 
store to sell. The sale, plants, and country 
store will be at Goose Pond Park 9:00 AM-1:00 
PM.

CCMGA Spring Intern Class. Sitting: Diane Handley, 
Kimberly Mockert, Donald Jones

Standing: Sam Blackmon, Becky Roper, Callen 
Alred, Sonja Johnson, Ken Melendy. 

Photographer: Betsy Smith

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vl05ct8s2lh2srngsftqu/CherokeeSpring25.jpg?rlkey=ublww37n9fa7xv88csfgxjd5j&st=fjb1g1e0&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/vimxzx156uzwquil49u0u/ChiltonSpring25.jpg?rlkey=e7c4gatamkva6mo22ckd9m4d4&st=xe5aiurq&dl=0
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CULLMAN COUNTY MGA  
 Ellen Hall

  Programs at our January and February 
meetings were presented by two of our own 
MGs: Brad Mitchell on Seed Starting and John 
Lynch on Propagating from Cuttings. These 
programs were planned to bring awareness to 
our two upcoming plant sales: Native Azalea 
and Wildflower Sale on March 22 and our MG 
plant sale on April 25-26, both to be held at the 
Fairgrounds in Cullman. Brad Mitchell has 
hosted 2 “potting parties” at his farm to pot up 
wildflower seedlings for the March sale and 
tomato seedlings for the April sale.
  On January 27, a group of us drove to Decatur 
where the Morgan County MGs graciously 
hosted a tour of their greenhouse operations. 
Our association is exploring the idea of building 
a greenhouse. We needed some honest behind-
the-scenes information about what is involved 
and the Morgan County MGs provided that and 
we thank them.  We are currently surveying our 
members before we go further.

In other areas, a group of Cullman County MGs 
installed an irrigation system at the West 
Elementary outdoor classroom when the school 
was awarded a $500 grant from Cullman City 
Schools Foundation. Workdays have been held 
at our Rain Garden and Demonstration Garden 
and the Wildflower Garden has resumed weekly 
workdays. 

CCMGAs installing irrigation system. Back: Lloyd 
Nickell, Randy Kraft, Danny Ray, Kneeling: Brad 

Mitchell, Photographer:  Sonya Boyd.

EAST CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA
Susan Turner

  East Central Alabama MGA (ECAMGA) held our 
first meeting of 2025 on January 20 under the 
leadership of our new officers. President Vicki 
Craig opened the meeting with a program on 
Pass Along Plants. Each member brought a 
plant they had received from somebody special 
and told the story of the plant. Some members 
have plants that have passed down for many 
generations. Dani Carroll, ACES Regional Agent, 
then discussed the importance of correctly 
logging our service hours.
  Plans were made to have a workday at the 
Wedowee Elementary School Garden to prepare 
for the Kindergarten and First grade students to 
start visiting the garden. Soil was added to 
beds, raised bed boards were replaced, and a 
general spiffing up of the gardens and outdoor 
classroom were done. Projected activities are 
planting early peas and potatoes, identifying 
various types of peas and making a windsock.

We’ll also have a presentation on the benefits of 
having bees, birds and all pollinators in the 
garden.
  ECAMGA’s annual Spring Plant Sale will be 
held May 3 at Kiwanis Park, Wedowee. In 
addition to the many plants, trees and shrubs, 
we’ll be offering garden tool sharpening again. 
This is becoming a big draw for folks. Shovels, 
hoes, nippers and loppers always need 
sharpened!
  Our March meeting will be the first of two 
seed swaps we’ve planned.  A busy year is in 
store for us!

East Central MGs fill pots for students to plant 
potatoes. L side: Tracy Wilson, Stephanie Yates.

R side: Valerie Morris, Claudette Bown.
Photographer: Martha Burnett.

  

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/1c8l9c6suu32sombe61ny/CullmanSpring25.jpg?rlkey=bhkmc6v2wxlrjl5v0yhc65rej&st=n00kuq87&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/j6rof64qfldur5ohst87w/EastCentralSpring25.jpg?rlkey=pt088glykpd6c6vkihzqav9a2&st=0e74bic1&dl=0


6

JACKSON COUNTY MGA
Bill Caudill

  Jackson County Extension Master Gardeners 
wish everyone a happy and healthy Spring. 
  We met a lot of nice people on January 31 at 
the annual Jackson County Senior Expo. We 
gave away a basket of goodies plus a $25 gift 
certificate for our plant sale.
  As in the past, we coordinated a Chemical 
Applicators Workshop on February 21. We had 
good attendance and made a little ‘project 
money’.
  It didn’t take long for the Scottsboro Tree 
Commission Tree Seedling Giveaway on 
February 22 to run out of seedlings. We 
assisted the Tree Commission in prepping the 
trees for the giveaway. 
  At our February 6 meeting Janet Boothe gave 
an enjoyable and educational presentation on 
Pruning in preparation for the season.

March 6 Deni Adkins, licensed custom 
landscape designer, gave a thorough and 
informative presentation on Residential 
Landscape Design that we all enjoyed.
  Work is continuing on the Vernon Bush 
Trails and Gardens at Jackson County Park. 
We’re identifying the trails utilizing at least 
one ADA compliant requirement. We’re also 
identifying plants/trees to keep along the 
trails and the Forest Service will mark trees 
which should be removed. More to come!
  At our May 1 meeting Tab Kerwin will 
present “Native Plants for Birds and 
Butterflies”.
  We’re planning a DESTINATION GARDENS 
TOUR.  Find out more about us on our FB 
page: alabama_jcmga.

JEFFERSON COUNTY MGA
Mary Hendley

  On February 11, JCMGA celebrated members' 
impressive community service at the Reach for 
the Stars awards ceremony and potluck. We are 
proud of the number of volunteer hours our 
members perform every year and the number 
of members who have achieved the milestones 
celebrated at the meeting. 51 members were 
honored, representing 36,321 combined 
volunteer hours! While many honorees were 
long-time Master Gardeners, 23 of the 51 were 
from the last two classes of interns. The Master 
Gardener program is about service, and JCMGA 
is proud of the contributions our members 
make to our community every year!
  JCMGA recently launched two new annual 
events. At the March Mingle, the 2025 Intern 
class met with President Katherine Ennis, At-
Large Director Hana Berres, Membership Chair 
Linda Massey, and Treasurer Skip 
Craig. They gave a short presentation on 
becoming members of JCMGA, enjoyed lunch 
with the interns and answered questions.
  JCMGA conducted its first Member Orientation

in February. Led by Immediate Past 
President Amy Weis and current President 
Katherine Ennis, new and seasoned 
members heard from Linda Massey about 
membership and from Bethany O'Rear about 
the Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
and how it supports Master Gardeners, and 
vice versa.  
  JCMGA is gathering steam for the 2027 
State Conference to be held in Birmingham! 
President Katherine Ennis and the planning 
committee are scouting venues, 
brainstorming themes and discussing 
sessions topics. Stay tuned!

2025 JCMGA Bronze Star Recipients 
Photographer: Patricia Putnam.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/gufuguq6uedmxqdvtzl42/JeffersonSpring25.jpg?rlkey=85y0vwntgbutgg57uxfstflrw&st=dprulr4q&dl=0
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LAWRENCE COUNTY MGA
Dena Morris

  December was a lot of fun for LCMGA with a 
Cookie Swap as our Christmas Party, decorating 
a tree at Christmas on the Square, and lots of 
talk about the coming year. LCMGA is excited to 
be working with our interns in 2025.
  We are revitalizing our East Lawrence Middle 
School Learning Garden. We’ll be replacing 
several shrubs and berry bushes. The PTA has 
offered to purchase gloves and tools needed by 
the students to assist with the spring cleanup.
  We’ve been busy at our Outdoor Learning 
Garden at Lawrence County Signature (LCSS). 
We’ve cleaned the garden, replaced sunshades, 
replenished soil in the nine raised beds and 
planted spring seeds to ensure our pollinators 
are happy in the garden this spring and summer. 
 Junior Master Gardeners is underway for our 
third year with 30 students participating. We’re 
covering topics including Soils, Climate, Seed 
Sowing, Plants – Growth, Development, Parts 
and Needs, and Photosynthesis.  Allyson Shabel,

Urban REA, helped the students plant seeds 
for the garden and to take home. She also 
helped us refurbish our Hydroponics Garden.
  Members worked at Lawrence County Library 
trimming hedges and starting spring cleanup. 
We’re working hard to prepare for our Annual 
Plant Sale April 12 from 8 am till noon, located 
at the Moulton Lions Club Fairgrounds.  The 
remaining plants will be sold at The 
Strawberry Festival May 2-3 followed by 
Oakville Multicultural Event on May 9-10.

LCMGA members working with LCSS parents and 
students in Learning Garden. L-R: Marti Johnson, 

Ida Elliot, Annie Curry, Lorelei Curry, and Levi 
Curry.  Photo by Susan Steele.

LEE COUNTY MGA
Shelley Aistrup

  Each year, Lee County Master Gardener 
Association reviews applications for horticultural 
projects that are non-profit, charitable in nature, 
and provide educational or “other” horticultural 
benefit(s). This year’s awardees are:
• Rocky Brook Potters for Denson Center 

Landscape Improvements 
This grant, in  cooperation  with  the City  of 
Opelika, will upgrade vegetation around the 
Denson Center Recreation Center.  The city 
will remove all old, overgrown, dead plants 
replacing them with  native plants  to focus 
on pollinators, culinary and scent gardens. 
Children in pottery classes at the center will 
assist with weeding and watering as part of 
their curriculum.  They will make plant-
related pottery projects for the garden. This 
grant will be known as the Bill Shell Grant 
2025. 

• Auburn High School FFA Club
This grant will be used to enhance, 
update and upkeep the Seed Library, 
housed at the Auburn Public Library. The 
club plans to purchase seeds, increase 
seed diversity, create informational 
materials, and increase the visibility of 
the seed library to the community.  

• O  Grows
With this grant O Grows plans to build an 
8' x 30’  compost    area    which    will 
contribute to long-term sustainability of 
the  community  garden.  They  will  host 
workshops   on   composting   for   the 
community.  

  The funds that provide these grants are 
raised through ticket sales to our biennial 
garden tour. This year’s tour will take place 
on May 17 and 18 and will feature 8 private 
gardens in Auburn and Opelika. For ticket 
information, please go to www.leemg.org

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/aq3ilq4exjrwpj6fml9u5/LawrenceSpring25.png?rlkey=ugqfmu77na10dt4te2cdchz8x&st=yoirzqoe&dl=0
http://www.leemg.org/
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LIMESTONE COUNTY MGA
Bobbi McFadden

  The Athens Bible School teacher for fourth, fifth 
and sixth grade science classes, Mrs. Cathy 
Dent, decided she wanted to teach her students 
how to do Winter Sowing in gallon milk jugs. 
Knowing she would need some help, she 
approached Limestone County Master Gardener 
(LCMG) Ruth Church. Ruth contacted MG 
Margaret McCray at the LCMG Greenhouse for 
help with supplies and volunteers. The LCMG 
greenhouse was able to provide marigold seeds 
and bags of soil for the project. Margaret also 
advertised for volunteers to help with the project 
in the LCMG newsletter, Sprigs and Sprouts.
The science students were requested to provide 
the gallon milk jugs to be used for the winter 
sowing.  Ruth Church, along with a fellow LCMG, 
Nan Fraley, took the information provided from 
Mrs. Denton and researched different winter 
sowing methods. They pre-cut and drilled the 
student-furnished milk jugs, but the rest of the 
project was completed by the students.

On February 6, 2025, LCMGs Carol East and 
Gayle Stinnett joined Ruth, Nan and Mrs. 
Denten to work with approximately 78 science 
students to prepare the winter sowing milk 
jugs. Everyone had fun as the LCMGs answered 
questions from the students about winter 
sowing and seed planting in general as they 
prepared the jugs and planted the seeds. It was 
an all-day event, and both the kids and adults 
really enjoyed the joint project.

Jugs of winter sown seeds at Athens Bible School. 
Photographer: Unknown.

MARSHALL COUNTY MGA
Betty Hawk

  There’s an often quoted “Southernism” that 
goes something like: When all is said and 
done, more will be said than done.
  When the Morgan County Master Gardeners 
are involved, nothing could be further from the 
truth. This talented, experienced, and 
knowledgeable group of volunteers 
demonstrates our small community values of 
family, service, hard work and dedication.
  Every summer growing season, three early 
mornings a week, they convene. It’s a fluid 
crew, as individual schedules allow, and a fluid 
operation, as the season progresses. Soil is 
tilled, planted, weeded, harvested, replanted, 
tended, gathered …. all with great knowledge, 
purpose and care but without fanfare. 
Throughout the season Master Gardeners offer 
expertise, labor, new ideas and new 
approaches to the mission. The gardeners 
benefit from the “gardening community” 
created as they work side-by-side. Marshall 
County Seniors benefit from the large variety

of fresh, locally grown vegetables, and this 
service then strengthens the community.
  As of August 31, 2024,  the garden  produced 
7256 pounds of vegetables for CASA (Care 
Assurance System for the Aging and 
Homebound) to distribute to Marshall County 
Seniors. While this is impressive, the real story 
is the fact that this is only part of the story. This 
group of volunteers has done this, quietly, with 
no need for recognition, year after year.

Marshall County Master Gardeners at 
Urban Forestry and Horticulture Conference.

Photographer: Betty Hawk

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/nq1js8el85249uu8nkoep/LimestoneSpring25.jpg?rlkey=4rydjbbq0ll9p7169bt975u39&st=tz9vcz36&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/x43ce7sal5d7rigehf6ru/MarshallSpring25.png?rlkey=dsrm088n8xvly88wp2ic99dgu&st=szw9ylpe&dl=0
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MASTER GARDENERS of NORTH 
ALABAMA
Carlita Edwards

  Master Gardeners of North Alabama have 
been busy working in our new Huntsville 
greenhouse to prepare for our Spring Plant 
Sale April 11-12, 2025. 
  Volunteers have been educating two fourth 
grade classes at Morris Elementary on the 
aspects of gardening including planting and 
harvesting using different methods, plant 
parts and insects.
   MGNA members continue to work at Adopt-
a-Spot locations in the Pollinator Garden at 
the Overlook for Blevins Gap Nature Preserve 
in Huntsville and the Clock Tower at the Old 
Train Depot in Madison. A new Adopt-a-Spot 
is located at the new Community Center in 
Madison.  MGNA will be implementing 
landscaping around the perimeter of the 
center. A second MGNA greenhouse and 

Community Garden will be located on the 
property. MGNA will assist with the Community 
Garden and provide workshops and classes at 
the center.
  MGNA received a Certificate of Appreciation 
for having an Ask a Master Gardener exhibit at 
the first annual North Alabama Ag Expo at the 
Alabama A&M Agribition Center. The Tree 
Commission presented MGNA with a Certificate 
of Appreciation for participating in the Arbor 
Day Celebration. 
  The Workshop Committee won the2024 AMGA 
Search for Excellence Innovative Project for the 
creation of the “Design Your Home Landscape” 
course. This popular course fills up within 
minutes of opening registration. 
  MGNA hosted a group of high school students 
from North Carolina who toured our 
greenhouse and learned about IPM, soils, and 
propagation methods. The students helped in 
up-potting over 100 plants for our plant sale.

MOBILE COUNTY MGA
Cindy Findlay

  Happy Spring everyone! Mobile County Master 
Gardeners (MCMGA) would  like to thank our 
outgoing President Carol Williams for a 
spectacular job holding us all together! 
Second, congratulations to Bob Howard, our 
2025 President. He’ll guide us with his 
knowledge and steady hand. MCMGs thank you 
both for your hard work and service.
  The Mobile Botanical Gardens (MBG) had their 
Spring Plantasia Sale March 13-15. MCMGs 
volunteer many hours during this three-day 
event. They’re always good to us! 
  The Jon Archer Building is having a new roof 
put on in April, so MCMGs will be without a 
home. The West Mobile Public Library and MBG 
will help us host events, at their facilities.
  Mobile Botanical Gardens has been gracious 
enough to let MCMGA have the Spring Festival 
on their property. Our Third Annual Spring 
Festival was held on March 29 at the gardens. 
Speakers gave educational presentations 
throughout the day for the public. Vendors and 
food trucks provided nourishment. 
  

In April we’ll be hard at work, volunteering for 
late planting in our garden, Grow More Give 
More Certification Classes, Homeowner Lawn 
School class and assisting a Middle School 
field trip to the botanical gardens.
  We had eight interns certified by December 15. 
They were presented Certificates and Badges 
at our Awards Banquet. Welcome Class of 2024 
Mobile County Master Gardeners!

New 2024 Certified Interns. L-R: Margie Wilcox, Jack 
LeCroy, ACES Extension Agent, John Mitchell, Kelsey 
Flach, Steve Sisk, Melissa Curtis, Pat Hall. Not 
Pictured Dana Nettles. Photographer: Unknown.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/07n3r849alqj1zzykpq4s/MobileSpring25.png?rlkey=jpn6o2ae1ic3vz31rwhlxvjlx&st=ns5cufvm&dl=0
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MORGAN COUNTY MGA
Julia Chenault

  Morgan County members and interns are busy 
in the greenhouses in anticipation of our annual 
plant sale April 26-27.
  Our 2025 Lunch and Learn series started off 
with Allyson Shabel, Urban Regional Extension 
Agent, presenting a program on Seed Starting. 
Allyson shared seeds with participants for 
starting at home. Member Susan Kingsley took 
Lunch and Learn flyers to all libraries in our 
county and found interest in MCMGA doing 
programs in some of those locales. So, in 
addition to our current presence at the 
Somerville Library, it looks like we’ll be 
branching out!  ‘Raised Bed Gardening’ was 
recently presented by member Norris Johnston 
at the Somerville Library.
  Six area schools received grants from our 

association for garden needs: a grow tower for 

hydroponic setup, raised beds, 

repairing/finishing a greenhouse, and 

tools/supplies for special education students to 

use in growing plants. 

The Russell Gals (Aileen and Linda, no relation) 
set up a booth at the Home and Garden Show 
held by Greater Morgan County Builders’ 
Association. Many attendees stopped by 
checking us out.  Several names were added to 
our event mailing list, and three expressed an 
interest in taking the MG class.
  We’re looking forward to Farmers’ Market Days 
in a brand-new facility in Decatur where we will 
regularly have our ‘Ask a Master Gardener’ 
table.  We continue our delivery of small potted 
plants to Hospice of the Valley for their patients.   

Dee Gardner, retired orthopedic nurse practitioner, 
and MCMGA member, entertained us by layering on 
safety items, as she spoke about the seriousness of 

being safe in the garden and greenhouses. 
Photographer: John Godbey

PIKE COUNTY MGA
Buriece Gracey

  As spring approaches, Pike County Master 
Gardeners are hard at work! We've had the 
pleasure of hearing inspiring speakers during 
our Lunch and Learn presentations. Our 
knowledge base expanded to include growing 
blueberries, cultivating cut flowers from seeds, 
and we’re excited to delve into beekeeping.  
  Several of our Master Gardeners recently 
visited a local high school to tour their 
hydroponic garden and admired their vibrant 
lettuce. 
  In late February, we collaborated with the 
Treasured Forest organization and the Forestry 
Department to distribute hundreds of seedlings, 
delighting in the promise these young plants 
hold as they find new homes. 
  We’ve committed many hours to maintaining 
and enhancing the pollinator and herb gardens 
at the Pioneer Museum of Alabama. Armed with 
rakes and chainsaws, we partnered with other

organizations for a day dedicated to clearing 
trails at the museum. We anxiously wait for 
our community to enjoy the outdoor 
experiences these trails will offer.
  We’re looking forward to the Alabama Master 
Gardeners Association State Conference and 
Business Meeting in April. We hope to see you 
there!

Pike MGs Prepare for Tree Giveaway. 
L-R: Judy Russell, Beth Stubblefield, 

Cathy Jorgensen Photographer:  June Moore

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/bfbt6xlpwiw2tbt9wej0m/MorganSpring25.jpg?rlkey=4wuugx3hlk43mjocp6awzr8eo&st=5a6d57ba&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/8miklh1fm97nkua6nrtk0/PikeSpring25.jpg?rlkey=ph8sujfviv8ybsui8dpozc246&st=oo3uhn8v&dl=0
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SHELBY COUNTY MGA
Kate Vogel

  Shelby County MGA (SCMGA) has new 
officers: Elizabeth York, President; Kim 
Sprouse-Howell, Vice President; Martha 
Jones, Secretary; Sue Owen, Treasurer 
and Karen Jensen, Historian. Congratulations 
all!  We know you will do a great job leading 
us.
  Plans for the Alabama Extension Master 
Gardener 2025 Fall Seminar in Columbiana on 
September 16, 2025, are moving forward. 
We’re excited about hosting and know it will 
be an educational and fun time for all who 
attend.
  At our February meeting Rose McCauley, 
Autauga County MGA, spoke on 
Vermicomposting (worms). Who knew it’s so 
full of nutrients for plants and a great way to 
use vegetable waste! At our March meeting 

SCMGA member Carolyn Hudson shared how 
she created her wildflower garden. SCMGA 
members assisted with Arbor Day events at 
Aldridge Gardens in Hoover and Alabaster’s 
Beautification Board at Veteran's Park. We 
answered community questions about 
transplanting bare-root trees and trees in one- 
and three-gallon pots.
  Martha Jones, SCMGA member, led our Lunch 
& Learn meeting “Garden Bed Cleanup” in 
February. Another is scheduled for May on 
“Container Gardening” and will be presented by 
Elizabeth York. Our monthly gardening 
workshop series at Parnell Memorial Library in 
Montevallo is off to a great start thanks to Kate 
Vogel’s presentation “Gardening with St. 
Patrick”.

SHOALS MGA
Dwight James

  Spring is only days away and the Shoals 
Master Gardeners (SMGA) are in full swing 
with attendance at conferences, plant digs, 
greenhouse duties and project proposals.
 Each year the City of Florence co-sponsors 
the very well attended Urban Forestry and 
Horticulture Conference. It’s educational and 
an excellent source of CEUs for the 23 that 
attended from our group.  We look forward to 
it each Spring.   
  Our intern class this Spring is an active 
group and we’re thankful for their willingness 
to attend membership luncheons, workdays 
and plant digs. Their class project promises 
to meaningfully impact the organization they 
are working hand in hand with! 
 April 25-26 is the annual SMGA Plant Sale at 

the Florence-Lauderdale Farmers Market. 
Our greenhouse is taking on a “full speed 
ahead” look with plant material arriving 
weekly. Plant Sale Chair, Pam Arias, is 
ensuring assignments and logistics are 
carried out in a timely manner. This year we 

had a larger than usual group signed up to start 
seeds for plants.  They then get moved to our 
greenhouse to grow. So far, we’ve started taking 
in annuals  and have over 100 tomatoes to pot 
up! Penny Townsend’s organizational skills are 
keeping our greenhouse well organized, clean 
and running efficiently.
  All is well with the Shoals Master Gardening 

Association. We look forward to sending a large 
contingency to the AMGA conference in April.

23 Shoals MGs attended the Urban Forestry 
and Horticulture Conference. 

 Photographer: Unknown.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ft74nhchuh8pe7t5ujw4j/ShoalsSpring25.PNG?rlkey=lq7iqcyfh4xe05nfkn171ru1q&st=msihps01&dl=0


12

ST. CLAIR COUNTY MGA
Pam Garrison

  February 6, 2025, was a cold and drizzly day. A 
group of brave St. Clair Master Gardeners met 
at Lakeside Park in Pell City. We were there to 
plant 27 native plants, replacing those that did 
not survive last summer’s heat and drought. Our 
association is one of the smaller ones in the 
state but thankfully enough of us rallied to get 
the work done. We were able to do a good deal 
of pruning and general cleanup. This work will 
make the springtime beautiful for all those who 
enjoy the park.
  Our February meeting took place on the 27th. 
Pam Wheeler, SCCMGA member, did an 
educational presentation on Winter Sowing. She 
described the entire process from soil type, 
containers, placement, timing, seed types and 
care. She spoke from first-hand experience, 

which was very helpful. Several of us are 
eager to try this method. After our meeting we 
had a workday, pruning the roses at the 
Moody City Hall.
  March 4 and 12 we had workdays at Williams 
Intermediate School. We planted a small fruit 
orchard there several years ago. Each year 
we go back to school, pruning fruit trees, figs, 
blackberries and muscadines.
  Several members assisted at the Reality 
Check Program, part of the Pell City 4H 
Program, with judging. Our extension office is 
busy and always has events we can 
participate in.
  Our plant sale is April 11 and 12 at the Pell 
City Recreation Center. 

TALLADEGA COUNTY
Sheila Bolen for Jacob Turner

  Seven Talladega County EMG interns finished 
classes in November 2024 and were looking for 
projects. 
  On May 15, 2024, Keith Cardwell, EMG Baldwin 
County, contacted Jacob Turner, Regional 
Extension Agent, Talladega, with an idea to 
create a sensory garden in Union Village, part of 
Presbyterian Home for Children (PHFC) in 
Talladega. Union Village, in conjunction with 
Alabama Institute for Deaf and Blind, provides 
low-income housing for deaf, blind, or deaf/blind 
individuals.  Planning began July 30, and 
September 5 the interns visited Union Village to 
see the garden area, take measurements, do an 
initial layout and begin learning how to design 
landscapes. 
  October 5 -6, the interns, Jacob, Keith, and Doug 
Marshall, President of PHFC, met at Union Village 
and the digging, planting, sweating and fun 
began. Materials were supplied through PHFC 
supporters, Keith, who designed the layout and 
brought most materials with him and the interns.  

Most plantings were sourced locally from
Recreative Nurseries and Hazelwood’s 
Nursery. The project took two days to complete. 
The result was 35 different plants in the soil, 
three raised beds, a bench with pillows, a solar 
powered water feature, and solar lights 
connecting the rock pathway to the sidewalks. 
A worthy project for all.
  The interns of Talladega County are holding a 
meeting on March 3, 2025, to begin forming an 
association.

Talladega interns at Sensory Garden.  L-R: Keith 

Cardwell, Elizabeth Engley, Barbara Bishop, Cleve 

Franklin, Jacob Turner REA, Karen DeBeauchamp, 

Tonya Spence. Not pictured: Debbie Adair, Sharel 

Laidig. Photographer: Doug Marshall.

Editor’s Note: Talladega had a LMGA in the past that, for whatever reasons, did not last.  March 3, Jacob met with 
six MGs, past and present, and they began work on forming a new association. Skeeter, Jack (my husband) and I 
were present and encouraged them to attend AC Meetings and ask for assistance as needed.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/snvgylu27r4tfyn3gb3v6/TalladegaSpring25.png?rlkey=ac3bfg1wqkq0r5fxnl0iwcam3&st=7k6cl57b&dl=0
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TALLAPOOSA COUNTY MGA
Calvin Johnson

  During February, Tallapoosa County MG’s 
experienced lots of fun learning to prepare 
small plants for indoor display using the 
Japanese technique of Kokedama. This special 
plant care and preparation involves just three 
ingredients, some “elbow grease” and patience. 
The recipe includes potting soil, peat moss and 
fishing line with an appropriate amount of water 
to create a root bulb to encase the starter bare 
root plant. The trick is to start with a small, 
manageable plant and allow it to grow 
throughout the soil-moss mixture which will 
confine its final shape.
  Members made small “mud pies” of slightly 
wet potting soil encasing a healthy four-inch-
tall bare root plant, surrounded with a thin layer 
of peat moss to assist in binding the ball into a 
softball sized bulb. The bulb was then wrapped 
with about a three-foot-long piece of fishing 
line which was threaded through bulb and tied 
off. The completed bulb with plant was then 
placed in a shallow bowl with enough water to

allow it to fully absorb the moisture and 
remain damp on the bulb’s exterior surface.
 Periodically add water to the bottom of the 

bowl as the bulb is displayed indoors to show 
to family and friends. Remember that your 
specimen plant probably does not like “wet 
feet.” Treat it as if it were in a pot, sharing 
indirect light and air conditioning. Association 
members were taking notes on how best to 
display their newfound Kokedama talents 
around their homes. What an interesting 
lesson on gardening and decor!

TCMG’s prepare Kokedama for home display. 
L-R: Tim Nelson, Tara Nelson (Instructor), 

Cal Johnson, Cheryl Maddox 

TUSCALOOSA COUNTY MGA
Dan Sutton

  Tuscaloosa County Master Gardeners (TCMG) 
have been active in the first quarter of 2025 
with special projects along with our weekly 
projects in Tuscaloosa. Workshops on Building 
Decorative Plant Stakes and Japanese 
Kokedama arrangements were held at the 
Extension Auditorium taught by members 
Wanda Smith and Andrea Harrison.  These 
events were publicly advertised and resulted in 
several non-members participating.
  University of Alabama Arboretum hosted a 
Winter Gardening Workshop on Saturday, 
January 25. TCMG members Ann Hewitt, Ida 
Gleaton and Karen Silliman led the class, 
which discussed winter crops, demonstrated 
pruning, and preparing for the Spring growing 
season.  Planting guides and soil sample kits 
were given out.  A follow up session was 

requested on the topic of Spring and Summer 
Gardening and is scheduled for April 5.
  We are currently in the planning stages for 

our Spring Pass-Along Plant Sale to be held 
April 25-26 in the Extension Auditorium in 
downtown Tuscaloosa.  This will be our last 
event in that location as the Tuscaloosa 
County Extension Office will be relocating in 
early May.  The future location has not yet 
been determined as of this writing.

Tuscaloosa County MGs at Kokedama workshop.  
Photographer: Andrea Harrison.

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ja7k1bvntdksze6lwmo10/TallapoosaSpring25.JPG?rlkey=nsngytcpzjijbs3rmw12s3pha&st=8cfk3nuv&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/b6r96fl010g5wzrtgnh9g/TuscaloosaSpring25.png?rlkey=h0kzbqfxy4t7seefp5u9fup6s&st=z2q0p58j&dl=0
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WIREGRASS MGAKelly Bexley   The first of the year had our plant parents ready to start seeding and preparing plants for the annual WMGA plant sale to be held at the end of March, a couple weeks earlier than in past years.  But then the Blizzard of ’25 dumped six to eight inches of snow, effectively shutting down Dothan for a few days! So, for the last few weeks we have been playing catch up. Our greenhouse and nursery are starting to burst with annuals, perennials, bulbs, veggies, houseplants, ground covers, trees, herbs and shrubs!   We welcomed a class of eight enthusiastic and interesting MG Interns and look forward to working with them.   In addition, we’ve held a successful seed swap, started refurbishing the Kitchen Garden at Landmark Park, and taught a class of eleventh

WIREGRASS MGA
Kelly Bexley

  The first of the year had our plant parents 
ready to start seeding and preparing plants for 
the annual WMGA plant sale to be held at the 
end of March, a couple weeks earlier than in 
past years.  But then the Blizzard of ’25 dumped 
six to eight inches of snow, effectively shutting 
down Dothan for a few days! So, for the last few 
weeks we have been playing catch up. Our 
greenhouse and nursery are starting to burst 
with annuals, perennials, bulbs, veggies, 
houseplants, ground covers, trees, herbs and 
shrubs! 
  We welcomed a class of eight enthusiastic and 
interesting MG Interns and look forward to 
working with them. 
  In addition, we’ve held a successful seed swap, 
started refurbishing the Kitchen Garden at 
Landmark Park, and taught a class of eleventh

graders “Gardening Past and Present” at 
Landmark.  But the most fun is our class of 
eight Junior Master Gardeners at the Dothan 
Area Botanical Gardens!  They learn about 
plant growth, soils, ecology, insects, fruits 
and nuts, vegetables, and herbs. Sometimes 
it’s hard to know who has the most fun – the 
kids or the teachers!  
  We wish everyone a spring bursting with 
color.

Our greenhouse is full of plants receiving loving 
care prior to our spring plant sale.

Photo by Jan Shirley

www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/welcome-spring

www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/welcome-spring

http://www.pinterest.com/pin/215117319677564187/
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fi/ppths5x6uqcpksx65f5zt/WiregrassSpring25.jpg?rlkey=mg2920qk6utcahl4t14g9qzag&st=qnvut0lw&dl=0
http://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/welcome-spring
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PLANT SALES

Some plant sales have already been held, and I hope they had very 
profitable sales.  For those still to come Good Luck! 

AUTAUGA COUNTY MGA
April 26 ~ 8 am – 12 Noon

Prattvillage,
 Prattville, AL

BALDWIN COUNTY MGA
April 10, 11, 12 ~ 9 am – 4 pm all days

Across from Weeks Bay Reserve
11401 Hwy 98 
Fairhope, AL

BLOUNT
April 19 ~ 8 am – 1 pm

Blount County Multi-Purpose Center
6700 County Highway 1

Cleveland, AL

CALHOUN
May 10 ~ 9am – 2 pm

Cane Creek Community Gardens 
at Ft. McClellan

Anniston, AL

CAPITAL CITY MGA
April 12 ~ 7:30 am – 1pm
Frazer Methodist Church

6000 Atlanta Hwy
Montgomery, AL

CENTRAL ALABAMA
May 3 ~ 8 am – 12 Noon

Elmore County Extension Center
340 Queen Ann Road 

Wetumpka, AL

CHEROKEE COUNTY MGA
April 12 – Centre, AL

April 19 – Leesburg, AL

CHILTON COUNTY MGA
April 12 – 9 am-1 pm

April 19 – 9 am – 1 pm
Goose Pond Park

Clanton, AL

CLAYBANK
April 26 ~ 9 am – 12 Noon

Farmers Market
Ozark, AL 

CULLMAN COUNTY MGA
April 25-26

Fairgrounds Cullman
Cullman, AL

EAST CENTRAL ALABAMA MGA
May 3, 8 am – 12 noon

Kiwanis Park 
 Wedowee, AL

JACKSON
April 12 ~ 9 am – 3 pm

Jackson County Senior Center
146 Rita Williams Drive

Scottsboro, AL
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LAWRENCE
April 12 ~ 8 am – 12 Noon  
Lions Club – Fairgrounds 

455 School Street – Moulton, AL
May 2 – 3 ~ 8 am - Close 

Strawberry Festival Alexander Park – 
Moulton, AL
May 9 – 10 

Oakville Multicultural Event 
1219 CR 187 – Danville, AL

LIMESTONE
April 19 – 8 am – 4 pm

Silent Auction 8 am – 2 pm
Demonstrations – 9 am – 3 pm

Greenhouse behind Athens Middle School
Hwy 31, Athens, AL

MARSHALL
May 3 ~ 8 am – 12 Noon

Civital Pavillion #3
Guntersville, AL

MGNA
April 11, 1 – 4 pm 

April 12, 8 am – 2 pm 
Alabama A&M University

 Agribition Center 
4925 Mooresville Road, 

Huntsville, Al

MOBILE
March 29 ~ 9 am – 2 pm

Mobile Botanical Gardens
Mobile, AL

MORGAN COUNTY MGA
April 26, 8 am – 4 pm
April 27, 1 pm – 4 pm

Point Mallard Park, Decatur , AL

PIKE
April 26 – 9 am – 5 pm 

Downtown Troy at TroyFest 
Troy, AL

SHOALS
April 25 – 26.

Florence-Lauderdale Farmers 
Market

St. CLAIR
April 11 – 8:30 am - 1:30 pm

April 12 – 9am - 4pm
Pell City Recreation Center

Pell City, AL

TUSCALOOSA
Pass Along Plant Sale
April 25 – 11am – 6pm
April 26 – 9am – Noon

Cooperative Extension Auditorium
Tuscaloosa, AL

WIREGRASS
March 28 – 29
8 am – 5 pm

Dothan Botanical Gardens
Dothan, AL

PLANT SALES
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2023 - 2025 AMGA BOD OFFICERS

President: Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Vice-President: Julie Conrey, Mobile

Secretary: Amanda Redman, Blount

Treasurer:  Susan Steele, Morgan

BOARD MEMBERS AT LARGE
TERM 2023 – 2026

Kate Vogel, Shelby

Term 2024 – 2027

Janell Diggs, Capital City

Kim Johnson, Jackson

Term 2025 – 2028

Harriet Jackson – Chilton

Soozi Pline, Limestone

AMGA COMMITTEES

AMGA AWARDS
Jim Harris, Chair, Lee
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Caroline Etheriedge, Chair, Blount
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AMGA Webmaster: Caroline Etheriedge
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Susan Clapp, Autauga, Proofreader

AMGA NOMINATING
Amy Weis, Chair, Jefferson

Don Richerson, Baldwin

AMGA PROJECT FUNDING

Kate Vogel, Chair, Shelby
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Michael Thomason, Chair, Shoals
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Susan Hagen, Chair, Blount

AMGA STATE CONFERENCES

Julie Conrey, Chair, Mobile
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Sondra Henley, Rose McCauley, Jane Boysen

2026 MGNA/LIMESTONE/MORGAN MGAs

Jennifer Johnson (MGNA), Soozi Pline 

(Limestone), Doty Henry (Morgan)

2027 JEFFERSON CO MGA

Katherine Ennis

ACES VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

Emily Burchfield, Coordinator

AMGA ADVISORY COUNCIL

Edwin (Skeeter) Sims, Chair, Calhoun

AMGA WEBSITE

Caroline Etheriedge, Blount, Webmaster

Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Julie Conrey, Mobile

AMGA WEBSITE INFO APPROVAL:  

Caroline Etheriedge, Blount 

Deborah Boutelier, Autauga

Julie Conrey, Mobile
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