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Winter 2019—2020  

BALDWIN CO MGA 
Julian Walthall 
 

     BCMG Association has been participating in two 
plant sales each year--a spring sale and a fall sale. The 
spring sale held at the Weeks Bay National Estuarine 
Research Reserve near Fairhope has largely been the 
wonderful work of Selena Vaughn, who took over 
leadership in 2007 after her Intern year. Along with 
many MG volunteers, Selena has focused on providing 
native plants from a variety of local wholesale 
nurseries, herbs and seasonal vegetables propagated 
by students and BCMG volunteers from the Daphne 
High School Greenhouse, and interesting plants 
provided by BCMG’s own Kazuko Russell. This sale is a 
popular one with folks in lower Alabama. The funds 
from this public offering have enabled BCMG to 
provide around $10,000 in college scholarships to 
students going into horticulture or horticulture-
related fields. For the 2020 spring sale, Selena asked 
BCMG to move toward a committee to work with her. 
She will continue as plant buyer, and Gerry Lester will 
be volunteer coordinator and Gene Sellier site 
coordinator.  Other MGs will be added for marketing 
assistance and overall chair-person purposes. Tanys 
Waldron, as she so creatively does, will oversee 
Outreach. Also, at Selena’s request BCMG will fund a 
new grant program of up to $1,500 for the 
horticulture or AgroSciences programs in Baldwin 
County high schools. This plant sale is scheduled for 
April 2-4 at Weeks Bay near Fairhope. BCMGs 
welcome MGs from around the state to come and 
learn about and purchase plants native to our area. 
Our fall sale has traditionally been for the benefit of 
the Weeks Bay Foundation with their great support of 
the national estuarine reserve. BCMG Moe Nation has 
gone beyond the call of duty as an employee of 
Weeks Bay Reserve in leading this event for many 
years with significant results for the Foundation. Moe 

retired in 2019, and the Foundation opted not to 
continue the sale. Several new 2019 BCMG members, 
including Kay Heinrich, Charlotte Hamm, Wanda 
Martin, and Deborah Marriott, along with 2017 MG 
Arren Graf, have developed a new version of the fall 
plant sale for 2020. They have recruited numerous 
BCMG members to gather this fall to take cuttings 
from a variety of winter-hardy plants that will be 
raised by our members for a one-day sale on October 
10, 2020 at the Jubilee Shores United Methodist 
Church near Fairhope. MG Susie Wallace has been 
instrumental in obtaining permission to use the 
church that day. Loree Hadley, known by all BCMGs as 
Ms. Propagator, has hosted the cutting gatherings at 
her lovely home in rural Lillian, AL. Loree has been 
extremely generous in sharing her time and her great 
skill in propagating plants. BCMG welcomes MGs from 
around the state to come and enjoy this new venture 
on October 10, 2020 in Fairhope. 
 
 

 

Plant sale: Becky Estes far left, Eileen Huisman center, and 

Arren Graf on the right. Photo by Julian Walthall 
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BLOUNT CO MGA  
Sherry Brewer  
 
     2020 Officers are President, Steve Norris; VP, Fran 
White; Secretary, Sherry Brewer; and Treasurer, 
Angela Powers (year 2), and the new leadership is 
ready for a great year!  “Gifts From the Garden,” our 
Fall Seminar jointly hosted with AMGA was held 
October 3, with 180 registered participants.  We 
received glowing comments about our interesting and 
wonderful speakers and topics, the delicious sit-down 
lunch, goody bags and door prizes.  
     We are excited to welcome twenty-two new 
graduates from our 2019 Fall Master Gardener Class 
taught by Extension coordinator Bethany O’Rear.  
     Once again, we worked our magic at the Blount 
County Fair bringing home the majority of ribbons and 
winning first place for our booth. Members worked 
tirelessly, logging more than 800 service hours to help 
assure a smooth running and exciting county fair.   
     Members attended Diane Cutliff’s home in 
September for a winemaking demonstration and 
class.  Donations of money and gifts for Blount Co. 
Children’s Charity are collected during our December 
Holiday Dinner Meeting.  Also, members continue to 
collect and donate native plants and labor for our 

project to beautify Rickwood Caverns State Park.  
Members volunteered as waiters at the RSVP (Retired 
Senior Volunteers Program) luncheon, and worked 
“Classroom in the Forest,” hosting elementary 
students on a local farm tour. We decorated for 
Christmas at Palisades Park, even providing a sleigh as 
a “photo op” view of the beautiful decorations and our 
landscaping.  
 

 
Fall Seminar Prep Committee Breaks for Lunch.  Left to right, 
Deborah Harris, Linda Knight, Fran White, Frances Gibbs, 
Wanda Merritt, Sherilyn Osborne, Amanda Redman, and 
Andrea Choron. Photo by Sherry Brewer 
 

CALHOUN CO MGA  
Sherry Blanton 
 
 

     The last quarter of 2019 brought so many positives 
for CCMGA: a successful “Fall Fest” fundraiser, a 
working greenhouse run by our members, additional 
beautiful landscaping at our homesite by our Cane 
Creek Crew volunteers, and a full Intern class 
registered for 2020. 
     We overcame the effects of an isolated microburst 
at Cane Creek Community Gardens, our homesite. We 
lost several beautiful trees, and items got tossed and 
turned. Our Cane Creek crew was on the scene, 
cleaning and restoring the grounds. We will miss the 
trees, but more will take their place. 
     On November 13, we had our annual business 
meeting. We elected a new slate of officers and 
enjoyed a delicious covered dish lunch. 
     Our Association held its annual awards dinner in 
December. Our MG elves created a festive background 
for our members and spouses to socialize and 
celebrate another year. The Board presented The Red  
 

Bandanna Awards to volunteers who had provided 
exceptional service to our organization. 
     As we are hosting the 2021 AMGA Conference, 
many committees are hard at work planning. Our 
theme is How Does Your Garden Grow?  We look 
forward to having Master Gardeners from around the 
state as our guests. 
     Extension Agent Dani Carroll will be giving our first 
program of the new year, “Sharing Seeds.” 
     We wish our fellow Master Gardeners a happy, 
healthy, and productive New Year. 
 

           
A beautiful visitor to Cane Creek’s butterfly garden. Photo by 
Sherry Blanton 
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CAPITOL CITY MGA 
Mary Eleanor Hines 
 

     The Capital City Master Gardener Association 
has enjoyed an eventful fall with continuing work 
in different local gardens, involvement in the 
Alabama State Fair, and a memorable celebration 
of our twentieth anniversary. 
     In October, member Ann Carr won second 
place in the Alabama State Fair with her action 
photo that she took at the Montgomery Botanical 
Gardens.  It is a shot of a bee landing on an Indigo 
Spires in a Daylily bed. 
     On   October  19,   the  CCMGA   celebrated   its  
 
 
 
 
 
twentieth 

anniversary with a special event held at  
Grace Episcopal Church.  It was well attended 
with current and former members and former 
county extension agents present.  A bountiful 
brunch was held for all to enjoy.  For a 
remembrance of this special event, each member 
brought a plant to be exchanged for another 
plant in a drawing. 
     Among the dignitaries present were Kerry 
Smith, AMGA Program Coordinator, and Shane 
Harris, former Montgomery County Extension 
Agent, who was instrumental in creating CCMGA.  
Janell Diggs, along with her committee, was 
commended for her outstanding planning of this 
special event. 
 

 

 

      

     Twentieth Anniversary Goodies & Head Table (L-R) Janice Jackson, Maggie Stringer, Cathy Maddox, Shane Harris, 
Mallory Kelley, Kerry Smith).  Photo by Eileen Webb 
     Maggie Stringer, acting as Master of Ceremonies, gave a very interesting and informative account of the history of 
CCMGA beginning in 1999.  Then, representatives from each Intern class, beginning in 2000, gave a brief accounting of 
their Intern year. 
     A powerpoint slide show of historical highlights of CCMGA over the past 20 years was shown during the event, making 
the anniversary event very special. 



 4 

 

CHEAHA MGA 
Debby Mathews 
 
     After harvesting Sugar Pie Pumpkins, 
rattlesnake beans and ornamental corn last 
month from the Three Sister’s Garden at the 
Extension demonstration garden, the Cheaha 
Master Gardeners got back into the meeting 
routine for the fall. Our October meeting was 
completely devoted to the presentation “Native 
Plants of Cleburne County” by Melanie Taylor 
Spaulding. Melanie is a native of our county, and 
she is documenting native plants of Cleburne 
County for her Master’s degree thesis. Melanie 
shared over thirty slides picturing her finds from 
around the county. Many plants were “records.” 
We were very pleased to have Ralph and Augie 
Sanchez, and Gary and Janet Smith from the East 
Central MGs as guests for the evening. 
     Our own Cheaha Master Gardeners have also 
presented programs this month. Ann Jones 
presented her Bonsai program /demo to the Delta 
Kappa Gamma chapter in Heflin, and Debby 
Mathews presented a program on “Twelve 
Flowers/Plants for Fall” to the Ranburne Garden 
Club. Ranburne Garden Club members then 

displayed their considerable design talents as 
they sketched their own planter and window box 
plans to share with the group. 
 

       

     JSU graduate student Melanie Taylor Spaulding is shown 

presenting her research on native plants of Cleburne County 

to Cheaha Master Gardeners.  Photo by Debby Mathews 

CHILTON CO MGA 
Susan M Cleckler 
 
     As daylight winds down and temperatures 
cool, we realize the year is coming to an end  
which serves as a reminder that our Christmas 
Home Tour is right around the corner. 
     Chilton County MGs always look forward to 
this annual fundraiser. This year we showcase 
beautiful historic homes and a historic church in 
Verbena, AL.  The history of each home has a 
unique story to tell. This particular event is 
something our community joyfully anticipates 
every year, and we are certainly thankful that 
the home owners support us with this endeavor.  
     We are not all work and no play!  Our annual 
Christmas luncheon is always something we 
enjoy with lots of yummy food, Dirty Santa and 

the fun of each other’s company - a great way to 
end the year. We are thankful for the fellowship 
in our association. 
     We have certainly had a year filled with great 
program speakers sharing their knowledge with 
us.  We always appreciate them and the time 
they volunteer. 
     The end of the year is a good time to reflect 
on what we have accomplished and what we will 
strive to do going forward. With the new year, 
we will look for new community projects, 
maintain the projects we have, and continue to 
work on fundraising. We are always hopeful for 
an Intern class. 
     CCMGA would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and the Happiest of New Years!! 
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DEKALB CO MGA  
Mary Franks 

 
     Early autumn welcomed an outdoor gathering 
of DeKalb Master Gardeners for a Picnic and 
Plant Swap at member Jayne Ross’s home.  
While a few of our members were unable to 
attend or left before the ‘photo-op,’ many 
members enjoyed a buffet of delicious pot luck 
dishes and a vast array of various plants to swap.  
Everyone enjoyed the warm outing before 
winter chills. 
     At our November Lunch and Learn meeting, 
Mike Rushing of Jefferson County presented a 
program on “Coping with Your Garden as You 
and Your Garden Age.”  His delightfully 
informative presentation shared steps to achieve 

an aged garden with minimal maintenance, 
affording continued enjoyment for the aging 
gardener. His final suggestion was ‘to forgive 
yourself’ for not being able to maintain that 
extensive, elaborate landscape developed in 
your younger years. 
     During these freezing days, we are already 
planning for spring. The annual plant sale in Fort 
Payne will be in March or April.  Our project at 
St. Joseph’s Sacred Garden in Mentone should be 
in full bloom displaying over one hundred plants, 
shrubs, trees and over one thousand daffodil 
bulbs we planted this fall.  This is just a small part 
of the total project Master Gardeners were 
privileged to be a part of at the Sacred Garden.  
A visit to Mentone to view the Sacred Garden 
would make a wonderful field trip. 

EAST CENTRAL MGA 
Sheila Bolen 
 
     As the sun sets on 2019, we look back at the 
gardening projects we worked on throughout the 
year.  The school gardens at Wedowee Elementary 
School have flourished under the guidance of 
Valerie Morris and her team of dedicated Master 
Gardeners and friends:  Susan Reynolds, Cheryl 
Smith, Gary and Janet Smith, Peggy McLarty, Marty 
Culver, Trudy Taft, and Barry Morris.    

     What an amazing job they do with the students 
and staff.  The Open Spaces Sacred Places Garden 
at SIFAT (Servants in Faith and Technology) is 
nearing completion as we are finalizing Sarah’s 
Herb Garden.  It has been a rewarding experience 
for all involved.  As we worked alongside our 
friends and volunteers, we have grown more like 
friends and gardeners, looking for opportunities to 
share our gardening knowledge and stories.   
 
 
 

L to R: Master Gardeners Janet Smith, Linda Barnes, Cheryl Smith, and Vickie Stapler at SIFAT. Photo by Martha Burnett 
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ETOWAH CO MGA 
Carol B. Link 
  
  

     On August 31, a group of Etowah County Master 
Gardeners completed the landscape on Habitat for 
Humanity House, number 53, in Gadsden. Workers 
cleared grass from the planting areas and planted 
cherry laurel, arborvitae, Blue Point junipers, coral 
bells, purple heart, and variegated liriope. 
     During September and October, a group of Master 
Gardeners completed repairs on the Association’s 
greenhouses, and in preparation for the Association’s 
greenhouse sale next spring, many plants were brought 
in and repotted. 
      Etowah County Master Gardeners, Regina Ford and 
Alice Pruett coordinated a Plant Swap that was 
conducted on ECMGA property on Saturday, Oct. 5. 
Twelve people attended the successful swap and 
shared a potluck lunch. 
     Etowah County Extension System’s Ag Day, which 
was initially scheduled in Hokes Bluff for October 29 

and 30, was rained out and rescheduled for Nov. 13-14. 
Several Etowah County Master Gardeners have 
volunteered to help with the event. 

    
Barbara Harrington, reports that with the help of a few good men 
(and women) and an auger, the landscaping for Habitat House 
number 53 was installed on a very hot morning in August. In 
addition to herself, the group of Etowah County Master Gardeners 
accomplishing the work included Dale Garner, Ron Reeves, Jack 
Graves, Jim Bennett and Cookie Robertson. Photo by Mike Grieco 

JACKSON COUNTY MGA 
Bill Caudill 

 

     Jackson County Master Gardeners welcome you to 
join us on the first Thursday of each month at Jackson 
County Senior Center, Scottsboro. We meet from 10:00 
am to noon for coffee, a program and business 
meeting.  
     On October 3, we met for our annual Plant Swap 
and enjoyed a bag lunch. I picked up a couple of 
interesting specimens. 
     For November, fellow MG, Jason Shelton, in support 
of Alabama’s two hundredth Birthday Celebration, 
reviewed ‘Emblems of Alabama’ covering all the main 
state selections, including black bear as seen in a 
Master Gardeners yard some time back. 
     December 5 at 5:30 pm is our Annual Christmas 
Party at the Jackson County VFW in Scottsboro. 
Included will be the installation of 2020 Officers and 
Board, some good eats and Dirty Santa. Merry 
Christmas!  
     Our last 2019 Lunch and Learn in November, 
‘Winterizing Your Garden,’ covered how to get it ready 
to make it until April. Let it snow!? 
     We continue to maintain the Jackson County Park 
trails and flower beds each Wednesday and Thursday 
morning about 7:00 am until… 

     We are planning a 2020 Master Gardener class. We 
hope to get several more Interns signed up soon. The 
start date is January 29, 2020. For information, contact 
the Extension Office at 256-574-2143. 
     Our annual Chemical Applicators Workshop is being 
planned for January 21, 2020, 8:15 am, at the First 
United Methodist Church, 1105 S. Broad St., 
Scottsboro, AL  35768. 
     Our first Right of Way Workshop will be February 25, 
2020.          

Black bear in a Master Gardener’s backyard. Photo by 

the daughter of MG Stacey Woods  
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JEFFERSON CO MGA 
Fletcher Harvey 
 

     Hooray for us! 
     Attaboys, attagirls and special pats on the back are for 
Jefferson County Master Gardeners who received special 
awards at the Annual Volunteer Luncheon at the 
Botanical Gardens in early November. Bob Koons was 
recognized as Volunteer Plants Person of the Year, and 
Linda Grissom received the Unsung Hero of the Year 
Award for 2019. Congratulations to both. 
     Also, in November, we graduated thirty-nine “new” 
Master Gardeners at our 2019 Graduation Banquet.  The 
name badges might be fresh and colorful, but this crop of 
new MGs has already logged more than three thousand 
volunteer hours! In spite of equipment problems, Verna 
Gates, local gardening personality, regrouped and 
delivered an entertaining program  (totally “off the cuff.”) 
     In late October, ACES Agent Bethany O’Rear, our 
“Gardening Angel,” conducted a very well-received 
workshop on operation of our Helpline. Even our most  
experienced volunteers agreed that there is always 
something else to learn or a story to share. 

     All of us in Jefferson County join in wishing a safe and 
satisfying Holiday Season to all and are looking forward 
to seeing everyone in Mobile in the spring.  
 

 

                       
 
Bob Koons, BBG Plants Person of the Year, and Linda Grissom, 
2019 BBG Volunteer Unsung Hero for 2019, proudly display their 
awards presented at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens Volunteer 
Luncheon.  Photo by Fletcher Harvey 

MARSHALL CO MGA 
Elaine Hild 
   

   The CASA garden’s harvest to date is over 10,800 
pounds of vegetables. We do not have the final total 
because the sweet potatoes still need to be harvested. 
     Farm City was big on our agenda in November. 
Marshall County Master Gardeners helped not only with 
the Farm City breakfast and tour but also with the 
banquet.  
     A Marshall County Master Gardener was asked to 
speak to Seventh Graders about the connection between 
eating well and gardening. Luckily the previous evening, 
the Brindley Mountain Elementary garden club had 
harvested carrots. She brought the carrots, dirt and all.  
The class started with the comic of Frosty the Snowman 
in the produce department “picking” his nose.” The 
children got to “pick their carrot!”  Many questions were 
asked and answered, starting with why the carrots were 
short and fat instead of long and skinny. Then the carrots 
were washed, eaten and declared delicious. 
     In October, Dan Porch, Blount County Extension 
Coordinator, talked about manures. He explained ANR-
174, Nutrient Content of Fertilizer Materials. 
     At our November meeting, Bethany O’Rear, Regional 
Extension Agent, talked about winterizing the garden 
and garden tools.  Always clean up and dispose of any 

leaf litter of diseased plants and chop leaves with the 
lawnmower to help them compost faster. Clean and 
repair tools now to get ready for spring. 
     Our December meeting is a potluck and raffle. The 
raffle will include many items, and the proceeds are 
donated to the Christmas Coalition. Come with some 
funds and join the fun December 17 in Guntersville. 
 

                     

Elaine Benzio Hild MCMG in a seventh-grade classroom 

with carrots. Photo by Debbie Giddens 



 8 

MASTER GARDENERS OF NORTH 
ALABAMA  
Ann Tippie 

 

     Although many of our projects are winding 
down for the winter, our Educational Workshop 
Committee under the leadership of Rosie Rymut 
and Jennifer Johnson is in full swing. We had an 
“All About Pumpkins” workshop in October 
presented by Cookie Kruvand and Gloria Uhl. 
Doty Henry and Pam Price presented a soap 
demonstration workshop in November. The 
Madison County Farmer’s Market was host to a 
Santa gourd painting workshop also in 
November. On December 5, our annual Christmas 
Social was held at Our Lady Queen of the 
Universe Catholic Church in Huntsville. Helen Carr 
chaired this beautiful event. Along with eating 

lots of good food, we installed next year’s officers 
and held our year-end awards ceremony.  
                            

       

MOBILE CO MGA  
Mary Nash 

 

     Officers for 2020:  Joan McCracken—President, Elise 
Saunders—Vice President, Mary Nash—Recording 
Secretary, Janet Waters—Corresponding Secretary, Linda 
Kloter—Treasurer, Kenny Helton and Rene Reibling-
Directors.  
     Mobile Master Gardeners handed out coloring books 
and candy to 1,200 children and 3,000 parents at Boo at 
Bellingrath Gardens on Saturday, October 26, 2019.   
     Mobile Master Gardeners traveled to Pat Dye’s Quail 
Hollow Gardens and Nursery in Notasulga, Alabama, on 
October 29, 2019.  Pat Dye greeted us and answered our 
questions.   
     Mobile Botanical Gardens sent a letter of appreciation to 
Mobile Master Gardeners expressing gratitude for our 
help with their best sale since 2011. 
 

     The hard launch of the Mobile Master Gardener website 
will be on-line on January 16, 2020.  The name of the 
website will be mobilecountymastergardeners.org.  There 
will be a link to The Dirt newsletter, Ask a Master Gardener 
in Lagniappe, a link to our Facebook page, a link to enter 
volunteer hours, and a link for volunteer recruitment.  
     The 2020 Alabama Master Gardener Annual 
Conference hosted by Mobile County Master Gardeners is 
scheduled March 30-April 1.  Activities begin Monday, 
March 30, at Renaissance Riverview Plaza Hotel.  Mobile 
has many attractions to see:   Five Rivers Delta Resource 
Center with boat tours, Battleship USS Alabama Memorial 
Park & Aircraft Pavilion, Stop #29 of Alabama Coastal 
Birding Trail, Historic Blakely State Park's river tours and a 
protected Civil War battlefield.  At Bellingrath Gardens 
250,000 azaleas will be blooming, along with hundreds of 
roses and many other plants.   

Jackie Ruble, an MGNA member, displays her finished  

Santa. Photo by Ann Tippie 

Thank you to our friends in the Alabama Master Gardener Association for your expressions of sympathy 
in the loss of my husband on November 4. He was very pleased to be given the title of Honorary Master 
Gardener and enjoyed seeing you at the state conventions. Many years ago, we were able to attend the 
first three national conventions. He was a wonderful partner for 72 years and always supportive of our 
three children.        — Mary Lou McNabb 
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MORGAN CO MGA 
Vicki Morese 
 

     The Morgan County Master Gardeners had an 
unbelievable summer that quickly became fall.  
We began the relocation of our greenhouse 
operation in May.  The move and renovation 
were completed just in time for the freezing 
temperatures expected in the next few weeks.  
Our greenhouse maintenance committee -- 
assisted by the entire greenhouse gang -- worked 
tirelessly to complete the project. 
     We continue to attend the Decatur/Morgan 
County Farmers Market each Saturday and 
provide information and answer questions for the 
patrons of the market.  It has become one of our 
most successful marketing events.  We tell folks 
about our organization and invite them to join us, 
or we invite them to attend one of our free Lunch 
and Learn educational programs. 
     As the holiday season approaches, we are 
making our list and checking it twice.  We have 
four Interns who will graduate at our December 
Christmas party.  Robin Atchison, Aprile Flemons, 
Carol Kobobel, and Billy Fortenberry will be 
joining the MCMGA.  If it is possible to entice new 
members simply by feeding them, then our 
success rate should be 100%. The cuisine at the 
annual Christmas Party is scrumptious, and each 
year we leave asking others to share their 
recipes. 

     As we look forward to the spring, we also look 
forward to our new location for the 2020 Plant 
Sale. Susan Kinsley has taken the task as Plant 
Sale Chairperson, and Susan Ledbetter is 
embracing the role as President of the MCMGA.  
Stay tuned for marvelous things in Morgan 
County 2020. 

                      

 
 
L-R: Larry Moss, Mark Brown – installation of new water 
lines. Photo by Vicki Morese 

 

--William Blake  



 10 

PIKE CO MGA 
Elaine Knight 
 
     SNAKES IN THE GARDEN 
     The Pike County Master Gardeners have 
been fortunate to have speakers who are very 
knowledgeable about their subjects.  One such 
speaker is Jackie Meggison, who is retired from 
the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. She gave the gardeners valuable 
information about the dangers of poisonous 
snakes. 
     Jackie told the gardeners that there are fifty 
different species of snakes in Alabama and six 
that are venomous. She mentioned the Timber 
Rattler Snake that is recognized by its grayish-
brown color and a black tail terminating in 
several rattles. These snakes live in woods and 
river bottoms, but they also like abandoned 
fields around farms. The Eastern diamond-
backed rattlesnake is the largest venomous 
snake in North America and grows up to eight 
feet.  Then there is the Pigmy rattler that is 
quick-tempered, and quick to strike. You can 
hardly hear it rattle, and it makes a buzzing 
sound. The Cottonmouth is a pit viper without 
rattles. They will stand their ground and bite in 
any position. The young cottonmouths are 
sometimes mistaken for copperheads; 
however, the copperhead is more prone to bite 
than a cottonmouth. Finally, the worst snake is 
the coral snake that is related to the cobra.  It 

is good to remember the quote “Red on Yellow 
will kill a Fellow” when confronting this snake 
(MyFWC.com. Jackie Meggison).  
     Gardeners love to garden and enjoy the 
beauty in nature, but when gardening in 
Alabama, we must also think about the 
dangers when outside. Thanks, Jackie 
Meggison, for making us more knowledgeable 
about snakes in our area. 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

Jackie Meggison speaks to Pike County Master Gardeners 
about snakes in the garden. Photo by Elaine Knight  

SHELBY CO MGA 
Kate Vogel 

 

     SCMGA Member Tommie Harrison spearheaded 
a project at Thompson Intermediate School to help 
a teacher who received a grant from the Alabama 
Bicentennial Commission to build a small-scale 
replica of the old Thompson home in Alabaster. 
SCMGA donated to the project and helped with 
landscaping on September 28. 
     In October, more than fifty members and guests 
attended our Harvest Reunion Dinner, our one 
evening meeting of the year. This year it was held 
in member Rebecca Poskey's hangar at the Shelby 

County Airport. Storyteller Dolores Hydock spoke 
on becoming a gardener herself and the gardeners 
who had influenced her.  
     Twenty Interns graduated November 6 in 
Columbiana. Their project was to set up a booth at 
the Shelby County Fair, promoting gardening and 
becoming Master Gardeners. 
     Our November speaker was David Doggett, who 
spoke on Japanese maples.  
     Members are looking forward to our "Dirty 
Gardener" Christmas party. It's played like "Dirty 
Santa" with gifts being all things gardening.  
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SHOALS MGA 
Michael Thomason 
 

     In October, we had our annual picnic at the 
St. Florian Pavilion with seventy members in 
attendance. The weather was perfect with 
overcast skies, 72 degrees F., and calm winds. 
We enjoyed a catered lunch by Pop’s BBQ.  
     As of this writing, in November, we will have 
our annual Thanksgiving lunch. ACES will 
provide turkey and dressing with members 
supplying sides and salads. We will conduct our 
Intern graduation with 14 graduating. 

     We look forward to working with our new 
graduates. Also, this month, we will hold 
election of new officers. 
     December will be our annual Christmas lunch 
catered by Bert Rieff at the Underwood/
Peterville’s Community Center. We always 
enjoy the time of fellowship during our 
Christmas meeting. 
     In January, we look forward to starting 
another Intern class and working with new 
executive officers and board members. Such an 
exciting time! 
     Have a wonderful Winter! 

ST. CLAIR CO MGA 
Pam Garrison 
 

St. Clair County Master Gardeners had a very 
productive year. The Pell City Community Garden 
was a huge success and contributed over 4,000 
pounds of fresh produce to nearby food banks. 
Several of our members helped throughout the 
year to make this possible.  They worked to 
prepare the soil, plant and harvest crops. Several 
also assisted in building a work shed at the 
garden. We have supported the garden by 
donating a greenhouse and money to help 
purchase a tiller. 

The Master Gardener area of the native 
plants walkway at Lakeside Park needed some 
care, and several us spent days cleaning, 
weeding, pruning and mulching the space this 

October. The extreme heat and drought kept 
us away during the summer months. We 
always enjoy our projects and workdays, and 
we had great weather to get together and tidy 
it up.  It is looking very nice now.  

At the October meeting, our nomination 
committee presented a slate of prospective 
officers for us to consider for 2020. They did a 
great job of contacting the candidates and 
preparing a ballot. Voting takes place during 
our November meeting and we will be ready 
for another year. 

We have supported the Auburn 
Agricultural Scholarship program for some 
time. Now the undergraduate scholarship 
is fully funded. The graduate program is 
still in need of funding, and we decided to 
donate to it this year. 

No winter lasts forever; no spring skips its turn. 

 

--Hal Borland  
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TALLAPOOSA CO MGA 
Barbara Butler 

    

     Tallapoosa County does not seem a likely place to 
grow citrus, but it is home to oranges, limes, lemons, 
grapefruit and even kumquats. In October, the 
Tallapoosa County Master Gardeners toured David 
Sanford’s citrus farm near Alex City.  What started as 
an experiment to grow satsuma oranges has expanded 
into several stands of prolifically-producing citrus trees 
of all types.  Sanford showed us how to achieve the 
unexpected if you try hard enough. Several members 
went home with some of his extra cutting’s.  Wish us 
luck.  
     Garden fairies were the theme of the Tallapoosa 
Master Gardeners exhibit at Dadeville's annual Keebler 
Park event, Scarecrows in the Park.  Members spent 
hours designing and building the scene showing fairy 
gardeners tending their magic garden.  
     Tallapoosa County Extension Coordinator Shane 
Harris authored a very entertaining and informative 
article about kudzu in the September issue of Lake 
Martin Living magazine.  Harris dug deep into the 
Alabama Cooperative Extension Service publications 
back  to  the  time   kudzu   first    arrived    in  the US in 
1876.  What we now consider a dreadful pest was  
 
 

introduced for a beneficial purpose and is now deeply 
rooted in our southern history. Go to the following link 
for the whole story:  
https://issuu.com/tallapoosapublishers/docs/0919lml_ 

Kudos to Shane for the great article . . . or should we 
say kudzus? 

 

           
Grapefruit at Sanford Citrus Farm. Photo by Barbara Butler  
 

WIREGRASS MGA 
Chuck McManus 
 
     Well, we have moved from summer to winter in just 
a day with a significant weather change. Despite the 
weather not cooperating, Wiregrass Master Gardeners 
supported the Living History Program at Landmark 
Park over multiple days in November. This is an 
important program, and the kids learn how to harvest, 
use the push plow to prepare a bed for planting, and 
plant fall vegetables. This program is conducted in the 
Kitchen Garden which is maintained year-round by 
Master Gardeners. 
     Wiregrass Master Gardeners enjoyed a very 
successful Fall Plant Sale. Based on our profitable fund
-raising activities, during our October meeting we 
choose to provide funds to support Landmark Park, 
Dothan Area Botanical Gardens (DABG), Aunt Katie’s 
Community Gardens, the Auburn Scholarship 
Endowment Fund and Vaughn Blumberg Services. 
     We   also  enjoyed participating in Scarecrows in the 
Garden   at  DABG and  at  the  Peanut  Festival where  
 
 
 
 
 
 

members  manned  the  Extension  booth  titled “Ask a  
Master Gardener.” Excitement is already building for 
the upcoming Gardens Aglow at DABG and the Holiday 
Decorating Workshop at Landmark Park, both of which 
are supported by Master Gardeners. 

 

 

Peanut Festival Extension booth titled “Ask a Master 

Gardener.” Photo by Jan Shirley 

https://issuu.com/tallapoosapublishers/docs/0919lml_
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